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praducing oil from coal in Western Aus-
tralia. Some vears ago the Bunbury Muni-
cipality discovered that their plant for gen-
erating electrie current was about at the enl
of its tether. Its load was then as much ag
it eould earry, and it was likelv to break
down at any time. Tt was then thought that
a national scheme might be brought abour,
in fact an Aet of Parliament was passed
giving certain powers in that direetion,
Unfortunately that scheme Thas fallen
through and so the Bunbury Municipalily
has heent thrown back on  their own ve-
sources and lo-day are in a very diffieuly
position. All they ask under the Bill is
how to raise another £10,000 which will »n-
able them 10 earry on. Some time ago they
made cerlain investigations and in their
letter to me they point out that those in-
vestigations brought forth two alternatives,
namely, either to increase the present steam
plant, veplacing worn-out units, and contin-
ning to use Collie coal, or te instal an up-
to-date crude oil plant. The whole subject
was most thoroughly investigated and some
remarkable results as to generating costs
came to light. It was found that by con-
tinuing to use steam as the prime mover,
very little reduection, if any, conld be made
in the cost of generating current. On the
contrary, by installing ermde oil engines of
a type snitable for the work the present cost
of production could be reduced by more than
60 per cent., thns enabling the municipality
fo sell current for lighting and power pur
poses at practically Perth prices. The ecoun
c¢il had no doubt as to which prime mover
to adopt. A erude oil plant was unani.
mously decided upon. By its adoption the
municipality will be able to provide power
at a considerably reduced cost to the con-
sumer and, in addition, make sufficient pro-
fit to liguidate all liabilitics on the new
and the old plants well within the life of
the former. There is a lot of sound reason
in their proposal, We have before the
House a motion for a great national scheme,
Most members are agreed upon that, but
Bunbury ecannot wait till that is bronght
into bheing. Even if the motion is passed,
the chanees are it will be five or six years
before we shall have that scheme in opera-
tion., Personally, I do not think we shall
have it inside of ten years. So it would
be rather hard on the Bunbury Municipality
if we were to refuse to assist them out of
their present difficulties. The proposition is
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thoroughly sound and they have to do some-
thing. While the grass is growing, the stock
are dying. Tn thix case they do not know
from one day to another when thetr machin-
ery will break down and they will be placed
in a very awkward position. I will sup-
port the second reading.

On motion by Hon, W, J. Mann, debata
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.59 p.m.

Legislative HRsgembly,
WWednesday, 31st October, 1988.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at. 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—FRUIT TRADE.
Exports.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Having in mind the inereasing
competition for the overseas fruit trade and
the importance of producing the best export
varieties of apples and other fruit for those
markets, will the Government fake steps to
prepare a census of all fruit-trees in the
State, together with names of owners, there-
by enabling a survey to be made respecting
the production of varieties most suitable for
export ?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The export of fruit vitally con-
<cerns the Commonwealth Government, and
this State will be prepared to co-operate in
any steps eonsidered necessary to foster the
trade.

I ports.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, It it a faet that Ttalian and
Sieilian fruits, principally lemons, are being
mported into Western Australia? 2, If so,
ean the Minister state the varielies and
fuantities of fruit received? 3, Ts every
precantion taken {o ensure that fruit so im-
ported is free from disease?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No Italian or Sicilian eitrus
fruit has been imported into this State
during the year. 2 and 3, Answered by
No. 1.

QUESTION—ELECTROCULTURE.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What action has the De-
partment of Agriculture taken to asecertain
the advantages of electroenlture? 2, Can
the Minister give evidence of bencfits re-
‘sulting from the practice?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, The Department of Agrienlture
keeps in touch with the work being earried
out in this connection. 2, From the evidence
to hand the only nseful application of elee-
tricity to stimulate the growth of plants is
the use of electric illumination to extend the
length of day in order to force certain crops
of special value,

QUESTION—RAILWAY, COMET VALE
STATION.

Mr., PANTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts it intended to remove the
loop and station at Comet Vale? 2, If so,
what is the reason? 3, Is he aware that the
removal of either will eause considerahle in-
convenience to the people of the township?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Not at present. 2 and 3, Answered
by No. 1.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a ihird time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

{ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumned from the previcus day.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham)} [4.37]: I suppose this is the first
oceasion which a Bill of this sovt will have
been brought down to the House and re-
ceived with eriticism not very bostile to the
Goverment who introduced it. I do not
know why I am so considerate as to let the
Government off ot this oceasion, but I think
we should cousider the matter calmly. We
all vealise that there is very great need for
a redistribution; in faet it is long overdue.
The Premier yesterday veferred rather
senthingty, 1 thought, to the Aet of 1811,
Well, that Ac¢t has served us for a very
long time. One or two atteinpts have been

made to alter i, but without snecess.
At any rate, it has outlived its use-
fulness, hecause thure has  been a

tremendous  tranzfer of pepulation as
well as a tremendons inerease in  the
number of electors in the State during the
iptervening 17 years. JMembers are apt o
believe that the boundaries of districts have
a very much greater influence on the re-
sult of an eleetion than is really the case.
The people do not vote in groups; there is
no doubt about that. The workers no more
vote for the Lahour Party because they hap-
pen lo be workers than do the other section
of the people vote for us because they hap-
pen to be in buosiness or practising law,
medicine, or something else. If we could
definitely see the votes cust, T think we
should be rather astonished. That is as it
should be. I admit there are a number of
people who are pledged voters, rightly or
wrongly, Wrongly, I think, they determine
beforehand that they helong to this party
or that party, and they east their votes ac-
cordingly. In a democratic couniry every
elector should be perfectly free to vote as he
thinks is right, and he should vote always
in the best interests of the eountry. It is
impossible for any group of electors to re-
turn the represeniaiion that ean serve them
quite satisfactorily. If they separate them-
selves from other people and adopt the at
titude, “These are our representatives orv
delegates or whatever they may be called;
we shall he represented by them and by them
alone,” the result v’ght down history will he
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found to have heen unsatisfaetory. So,
while we believe (he boundaries do muake
some ditference to the result of an election,
they do not mean everything, “Everything”
is, after all, a way of thinking, and if the
electors think wizsely, they will vote our way.
If they think unwisely, as they somefimes
do, they are misguided enough to vote
against us. For my part, T am always
willing to take my chance at the hands of
the electors. 1t may be very easy to say
that, beeanse we have to do it whether we
like it or not. In considering electoral boun-
daries, many of us, no matter how paro-
chial we might be, are apt to be toa salirit-
ous about eertain people who live in this
area or in that area. Under the Bill intro-
duced by the Premier vesterday, the houn-
daries are to be fixed by the Commission
appointed under the Act of 3922, The Pre-
mier proposes to make a very small altera-
tion to that Aet, but though it is a very
small alteration, it is a mighty importani
one. There are to be four arcas—the North-
West, goldfields, agricuitural and metropoli-
tan. Under the Act of 1922 there were five
areas including the North-West.  The
quota in each of the aress determines the
representation in munbers, at anv rate, in
this Honse. Under my Aect, as the Premicr
pointed out, the metropolitan area would
have had a mueh larger quota than it will
have nnder this measure. Under the Pre-
mier's proposal, the 108,866 electors in the
metropolitan aren will be provided with a
quota of 6,404, and there will be 17 seats, or
an increase of five seats, In the agrieul-
tural area the 856,749 electors will have a
gquota of 4,131 and will retun 21 repre-
sentatives. The mining and pastoral areas
are now to be lumped and the 15,836 clee-
tors there will have a quota of 1,979 and will
return eight representatives, a decrease of
five. It is proposed o transfer five of the
goldfields seats to the metropolitan area. In
the North-West there will still be four seats
for the 3,238 electors with a quota of 809, It
the 1922 Aet that we are seeking to
amend were retained, the quota for the
metropolitan area would be 7,150 and the
number of seats 13. For the agricultural
area the quota would bhe 3,575 and the num-
ber of seats 24. For the goldfields central
area the guota would be 3,575 and the nom-
ber of seats thres, while the mining area
would bave a quota of 1,787 and four seats.
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The Premier: You make it seven seats
altogether for the goldfields.

Tion, Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: That is
what it would be on the present number of
clectors if the Act of 1922 were retained.

The Premier: I make the number of gold-
fields seais six.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Premier works it ont, he will find that the
fractions would give the ceniral goldfields
area an extra seat. The 1922 Act provides
that where the fraclion is greatest, the extra
seat shall be provided.

The Premier: That is, if it is under a
halt or over a half,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHRELL: Yes.

The Premier: If it is over a half, it gets
a seat, and if it is under a half, it does not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so, and the fraction would have given the
goldfields seven seats altogether. Anyhow
there is not very much difference.  Here
there is an advantage to the eentral mining
area, as the Premier will realise, because .
the quota will be less than that providel
under the Act. Under (he Premier's Bill
1.979 is to be the quota as against 1,787 un-
der the Act we are amending. The eentral
area will have a lower quota by just 1600
than would have bevn the case under my
Act.  That does not seera quite fair to the
outer area, but still it is ali within the gold-
fields area. The thing that has been for
gotlon ia the fact that while this is ealled a
mining and pastoral aren, there are a goml
many agriculinral votes in Yilgarn and Kan-
owna, prohably more than on the stativns
within the arca. Those votes will grow in
number. I do not know why the Premier
has thought it necessary to make the amend-
ment, because it will be seen that under the
Bill the metropolitan area will get two more
seats than it wonld have got nnder the A«t
—17 instead of 15-—while the agricultural
area will get three Jers. The goldfields aren,
I have explained, will get one more. Undoer
my Act, the metropolitan mrea quota was
to be as two to one compared with the agri-
cultural area; under the Bill thai quota is to
be as six to four, which makes the difference
in the representation.

The Premier: And similarly as between
mining and agricultural.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Cer-
tainly. The central goldfields were regarded
as on the same footing with the agrienltural
area. That is right, because Kalgoorlie and
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Bouider are eoncenirated areas, and just as
easily accessible as the agricultural aveas.
Agriculture is extremely widespread, start-
ing at the Murchison River, ending at tle
Stirling Ranges, and extending east as far
as Esperance. That represents a big field
10 cover, and representation of it is not as
casy as that of the goldfields. However,
numbers are increasing in the agrieultural
area, and notwithstanding this  provision
agrieultural representation may he increased.
The Aect provides that there shall be redis-
tribution when a change happens in con-
nection with & minority of the seals: five is
the number. So ax the agricnltural dis-
triets grow, they will obtain greater vepre-
sentation. It does not seem right lo trans-
fer five seats {from the goldfields to the mei-
ropolitan area. That is a wenkness in the
Bill which J should like to see veetified. The
metropolitan area is supposed to be largely
concerned in doing ene thing. Tt is
the outlet for all the goods prodnced over
a great part of the hack country: and then
there is the int:ake of goods, and the distri-
bution of goods, Move or less, all the peo-
ple within the metropolitan area ave engaged
wupon the same thing; and among them there
jg community of interest such as iz hardly
to be found in any other indostry. In the
nmining area there are great diiferences in
the work of the people, pastoral, gold min-
ing, other forms of mining:

The Premier: There is great commmnity
of interest among the agrienlturists.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But I
am referring to the goldficlds. There is not
the same community of interest inside the
mining area as there is inside the metro-
politan aren. We have our ports, the tim-
ber industry, the tin mining industry such
as it is, the pastoral industry—a diversity
of interests in the agricultural districts such
as is not to be found in the metropolitan
aren. I have already referred to the agri-
enltural voters in Yilzarn and Kanowna.
Unfortunately in Yilgarm there is ta-day
very little mining,

The Minister for Mines: Noi much,

Hon. G. Tayler: There is not too much
anywhere,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCBELL: T hope
there may be a revival of mining. In Kan-
owna, I am afraid, there is still less mining
than in Yilgarn; so those two are really
agrienltural seats. I suppose there are some
dryblowers seavehing for gold. T do nat

[ASSEMBLY.]

think mines are working in the Kanowna
disiviet,

The Minister for Mines: Yes; three mines
are working at Norseman.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I had
forgotten that Norseman is in that distriet.
The proposals of the Bill do not do justice
to agricnltwre,  On looking up the time-
table, I found that one con get from Kal-
gorlic to Pecth in 16 howrs 32 mivutes,
whereas one ean get from INununoppin to
Perth on two days o week 'in 12 hours G
minntes.  From Kununoppin round by Mer-
redin, to L'ecth would ake as long as the
Journey fram Kalgvorlie to Perth,

The Premicr: But one ean motor gquickly
from Kununoppin,

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
aud one can lly to Kalgoorlie. Svon there
will be an acroplane service to Kalgoorlie,
There is not much in that contention,
though a good deal 1s made of it.  When one
15 in a centre that gets the daily papers nnd
daily mails, centres where one frequently
sees people who move about, it is much the
snme (hing whether one is 300 miles from
Perth or 200 wriles from Perth. But it 1
a different matter when one 2ets to the
North-West, or inte the outer agricultural
districts with an inconvenient and infre-
quent frain service. Kondinin is an instanee
of what I mean. The central goldfields are
much more closely in touch with the capital
than some places which are muoch nearer fo
it. The outer goldfields are on quite a aif-
ferent footing. They are in as bad a posi-
tion as some of the outer agricultural dis-
tricts,

The PPremicr: The cost of trausit is also
a factor to be considered.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
but the central goldfields have their repre-
sentatives frequently with them. T admit
that a man who represents Kanowna or
Kalgoorlie or (eraldton or Albany must
find it difficult to live in his elactorate, at
any rate during the meeting of Parlinment.
I myself find it enough of an undertaking
to get to Northsm every week, and that
takes but little time as enmpared with the
other places T have mentioned. Moreover.
some of fhese electorates are very large in-
deed. If one lives at one end of the elee-
torate of York, one is a long way from the
other end of it, and the same remark ap-
plies io Aven and Toodvay. As reenrds the
Bill, our jab is to provide a fair opportun-
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ity for the representation of all the people.
It we do that, we shall have achieved some-
thing. On this side of the Chamber we re-
grei exiremely that the mining area must
luse seats because it has lost electors. All
of us are sorry that the metropolitan area
must gain seats Dbecause it has  gained
electors, who probably would be much more
useful to the State if they were engaged
in the mining industry. Some of the ad-
ditional representation, therefore, might
well go to the agricultural distriets instead
of to Perth, There is great dispanty in
the number of clectors in each of these dis
tricts, and we shall ba doing some measura
of justice in correeting the anomalies,

The Premicr: "There is as great a differ-
ence, in some cases, between electorates as
hetween one area and another.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. In
Cuanning there are 18,762 electors as against
3,983 in Fremantle.

The Premier:
fields.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. Wa
wet Leederville with 12,811 electors, Guild-
ford with 11,170, Subiaco with 11,880
and Claremont with 10,609 when the guota
for the seats is to be G,400. Those are great
Jisparities, even under our rough and ready
methods. I do not know that it is a very
wise way of providing for the representa-
tinn of the people in this House, but it has
always been the way, and we shall continue
it

The Premier: The metropolitan area has
four times as many electors in one distriet
as in another.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
metropolitan area representation could be
provided without using the 20 per cent.
above and below margins. We eould make
very nearly an even number of electors in
carh division. Then when it comes to the
agricultural distriets, we have Nelson with
3,730 electors, Albany with 5,522 electors,
Beverley with 2,461, Geraldton with 2,657
and Northam with 3,392, Here we have a
drop from 5,522 to 2,641, Again, it is clear
that it is wronz. Albany mayv be entitled
to a larger number of eleciors than Bever-
ley because Albany is a very important
town, and there we get electors coneen-
frated in a smal! area. TIf the question of
distance from the capital eity is to be con-
sidered, then Albany mns thave a larger
number.,

Take the central gold-
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The Premier: Of the electorates in the
agricultural areas, Albany is the furthest
away and hus the lorgest number of elac-
tors.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
town al considerable size and we should
expect to see a greater number of electors
there than in electorates where the popu-
lation is seattered, as it is in Beverley or
Avon. At the same time, this disparity is
altogether too gyeat, and it is unfair. Then
awrain, there is the Forrest electorate with
2,901 clectors, and thev are largely in a
closely setlled area. Thus it will be seen
that there ave a great many anomalies to
be corrected in the agrieultural aveas. - The
right to vary a quota by 20 per eent. above
or below, is provided only it case it is in-
eonvenient or unwise to stick to the even
number,

The Premier: The Flectoral Commis-
sioners shonld stick to the even number
of the quota whenever it can reasonably be
dnne,

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL:  Most
certninly, but it eannot always be done.
Therefore we made provision for the varia-
tion above or below so that the commis-
sioners may, in the cxercise of their judg-
ment, vary the quotn. At the same time, it
is not intended that they will make use of
that right unless it is necessary.

The Premier: Of course distance from
the capital will affect the pesition too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
the senttered nature of the population of
an glectorate, together with the possibility
of that population expanding.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, that is
one point that should be considered—the
possibility of expansion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Quite so,
and the possibility of that expansion taking
place fairly soon. Thns it is that we pro-
vide the latitude I have indicated in order
that the necessary provision may be made.
The commissioners, however, should adhere
as elosely as ther possibly cam to the quotas
fixed for the metropoliian, agricultural and
mining and pastoral distriets. Of course we
are quite aware that it will not be possible
to do that in every instance. In the agri-
coltural groups it will be particalarly diffi-
eult. For instanee, if we take the various
aorienttural seats north of Wongan Hills we
will realise that there is a large area that is
rather cut off. Then if we go scuth from
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here.to Bridgetown, there is a barrer that
is not bridged very often hetween the Great
Southern railway and the South-Western
railway, Boyup Brook is a long way from
Katanning and there is not a great deal of
setflement between those towns. So if is
from Bridgetown to Katanning, and from
Lake Muir to Cranbrook. In these terri-
tories, as well as in other parts, much of the
country is sparsely settled. Thus if will not
be pessible for the Electoral Commissioners
to fix the electors absolutely in accordance
with the gquotas, but we ask that they shall
fix them as pear to 4,100 as possible. Then
when we come to the mining arens we find
that Kalgoorlie bas 3,536 electors, as against
Hannans with 575 clectors. I have already
gaid {hat prolably this will not make much
differenee to the actual results of the clec-
tions, but I am hopeful that on the next
oceasion Walgoorlie will see fit to send at
least one representative to Parliament to sit
among members opposed to the present Gov-
ernment, Then we have a drop from Kal-
goorlie’s 5,536 electors to 270 clectors at
Menzies.

Alr. Panton: [ hope you do not expect the
same (hing from Menzies.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T would
welcome the hon. member on this side of the
House! The difierence in these figures is
considerable, and iz quite wrong. 1t is not
right that we¢ who have the right to make
the laws and have the right to alter the Con-
stitution, who are responsible to see that the
Parliamentary representation is on a fair
basis, should allow the existing state of
affairs to confinme. We are not jusiified in
allowing these anomalies to exist. 8o it is
that T am glad we have this proposal before
us. Then we come to the northern districis
and we find that Gascoyne has 1,217 eleetors
as against Pilbara’s 486 electors. In that
part of the State where the electorates cover
enormous arcas, it may be diffieult to fix the
electoral houndaries so that each electorate
will have 800 voters. At the same time I
think it will he easy to fix electorates that
will eontain more like 800 electors than is
evidenced in the two instances I have quoted.

The Premier : The 'North-West is very
liberally treated. '

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, 1t
is.

Mi. Teesdale: Then it is the first time it
has ever been liberally treated.

The Premier: Unfortunately the popula-
tion there is declining too.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELIL: That is
=0, but that is not due to the decline of the
pastoral industry, Imt rather to the deeline
of the mining industry. We lave always
had four representatives from the North, be-
cause it is such an enormous arvea. At the
same time, some of the people up North
think that their Parliamentary represenia-
tion in this Hounsge is not quite so satisfactory
ag is the representation of the Northern
Territory in the Federal House, althougl
the member representing the Territory in the
Hounse of Representatives has a voiece but no
vote! Some of the people in the North
would he perfectly willing to join the North-
ern Territory eoven without that representa-
tion, just beeause they consider they are not
adequately represented in the State Parlia-
ment where there are 530 members. For my
part, I think they should consider their
representation very satisfactory. It iz quite
certain that if we ever agree to transfer any
of our ferritory fo the Commonwealth, the
people in the transferved part of the North
wounld not have any sueh representation in
the VFederal Parhiament.

Mr. Coverley: The people in the Kimher-
ley clectorate do not want to join up with the
Northern Territory.,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Some of
tiiem do; but i thevy had their wishes
aranted to them, they would not secure as
satisfactory representation in any other Par-
ilament. Their vrepresentation has always
been granted because of the distance the
people in the North are from the seat of
(Government, and also hecause of the easual
nature of the industries in that part of the
State. We agree that their representation
onght to he continued.

Mr. Coverley: The people in the North
wiil remain as electors of this State all right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
that the clectors :n the northern constituen-
cies will rapidly increase in numbers. If we
suceeed in finding oil up there, it will make
a great difference. I hope oil will be dis-
zovered before long. Bhould it be discovered,
in all probability it will lead to the discovery
of gold and deposits of other minerals as
well, because of the increased population
that will he there.

Mr. Teesdale: Then you will all take an
interest in the North!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I shall
not take any more then than I do now or
have done in the past. We could not be
more interested than we are in the North.
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We are wailing anxiously for a chance to
develop that part of the State, and the very
fact that we provide for four membhers fo
represent that part of the State should
satisfy the residents that we are interested
in their welfare.

The Premier: They would not get that
number of Parliamentary representatives in
the Commonwealth Parliament,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
50, and that is why we are prepared {o listen
to them, particularly because they deal with
parts of the State that are so distant from
the ecity.

The Premier: Yes, because we are not
altogether acquainted with the subjects apon
which they speak, and eannot contraliet
them!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
always anxious to help them, and T entirely
approve of the retention of the Parlia-
mentary representation for the northern
electorates. 1 hope there will be no further
suegestion of handing over anv part of vy
territory to the Commonwealth.

The Premier: There will be a motion be-
fore us dealing with that matter prior to
the closing of the sezsion.

Mr. Teesdale: I shall be ready for it with
& referendum.

The Premier: The motion will be one as
to whether that proposal shall 2o through
or not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Do not
waste the time of Parliament with it1 Wait
until we know ahout the oil.

The Premier: Will yon let the Govern-
ment settle it?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ne.
They might decide to hand over some part
of (e North.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: e had
hetter continue as at present. There is noet
much more that I need say. While I do not
approve of all the provisions of the Bill, and
while T object to giving five seats to the
mefropoliian area, instead of, as I suy-
wested, two to the metropolitan area and
three to the countrv districts, 1 will not
oppose the Bill. T will support it because
it 15 the hest we can get, and becanse it will
at least improve the representation of the
people by dealing with some of the
anomalies that exist at present. Those
anomalies should not be allowed to continve
any longer. Nothing could be more unfair
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to the electors than the present position.
So, to the extent that the Bill will improve
the present. sitnation, it shonld be supported,
although I think the Bill eould be beiter and
fairer. Of that there is no doubt. It would
be much better to allow the divisions to be
marked in aecordance with the provisions
of the present Act. However, the Govern-
ment have the majority and have determined
that it shall be done in the way they sug-
gest. I shall not endeavour to defeat the
Bill merely because it does not contain all
ihat T want. T will support it because it
will represent an improvement.

The Premier: Even if the Bill is not per-

feet, it represents a big improvement.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
s0. It does not represent all thal ought to
be done or the best that could be done, but
it dees represent an improvement. Whereas
every other proposal to deal with the redis-
tribution of seats has been received with a
shower of abuse, so far as I am concerned
the Bill before us will not veceive that treat-
ment. If it were possible to defeat the Bill
and thus refain the present Aet, I would
endeavour fo defeat it, but it is useless at-
tempting to do that, and so, in the interests
of the people, I propose to support it. Its
great defect is that greatcr representation is
not being given to the agricultural distriets,
They are important, not only heeause of the
number of electors Lhey carry, but also be-
cause of the work the electors in those dis-
tricts do.  They produce mueh of the
wealth of the State and pay much of the
taxes that are collected, and are generally
important to the life of the whole commun-
ity.  But if members will consider they
will realise that the extent to which
the agricultural indusiry would be pro-
vided for under the lower quota might
he fairer than the present one. T will help
the Premier carry the second reading of the
Bill, although what may be done in Com-
mitter is another matter. I will help him
with the second reading and, if we can do
no hetter, T will kelp him to earry the Bill
into law.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [517]: I
move—

That the debate be adjourned (il Tuesday.

The Premier: Till to-morrow, not till
Trnesday.

Mr. THOMSON: I eannot be here to-
morrow; I have to 2o to a show.
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The Premier: 1 will give you till to-
morrow, but if you make it Tuesday I wili
have to oppose it.

Motion put and negatived.
Mr. THOMSON: I move—

That the debate be adjourned till to-mor-
row,

Motion put and passed.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT,
Council’s Message.

Message reeeived from the Couneil noti-
fying that it insisted upon its amendment
to which the Assembly had disagreed.

MOTION—NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
MENT.

MRE. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [518]: L

move—

That, in order that a more comprehensive
policy for the development of the Norti and
North-West portions of this State might be
formulated, it is, in the opinion of this House,
desirable that the Government should engage
an expert irrigation cngincer to make inquiries
as to the suitability of the rivers of thosc div-
isions for irrigation and closer settlement.

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, copies
of a small map of Western Auslralia will
be distributed among members.  On that
map will be found a line drawn aeross ai
approximately the 26th parallel. The re-
marks I intend to make concern that portion
of the State north of that line. Lvery
member of the House, invluding Ministers
themselves, must feel dizappoinied in that,
whilst the State as a whole is progressing
in the most favourable manner, the North-
Woest shows a steady decline. The State is
now beeoming known thronghout the world
as one of the most progressive in Australia.
Our wheat lands are gpreading in all diree-
tions, railways are being pushed out to meet
the demands of the farmer, our population
is inereasing, and our export frade is
steadily expanding. But when we turn to
the North we find a very different story.
I have here a few figures which will support
what T have just said. These figures show
the popnlation and the stock in 1917 as
compared with 1927, the latest figures ob-
tainable, Tn 1917 the population of the
State was 306,328, whereas in 1927 it was
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392,202, showing a very satistactory io-
crease of 30 per cent. During the same
period the population of the North-West
deereased from 5,869 to 5,143, or a decrease
of 1235 per eent. That, I think, should be
a matter of anxiety to the Government as
well as to the people of the State. Tor,
after all, probably it is the North that re-
quires population more than does any other
part of the State, I mean from a defence
point of view. In 1917 the ecatlle in the
State nombered 957,086 and in 1927 the
number was 846,735, or a decrease of over
100,000. But during that period the eattle
south of the Murchison inereased from
172,707 to 216,454, while the cattle north
of the Murchison were 1reduced from
784,379 to 630,281, or a reduction of nearly
20 per cent. in 10 years.

The Minister for Railways: But a lot of
the stations have been going in for sheep.
The sheep have heen inereasing rapidly.

Mr. ANGELO: Siill, T think T shall be
able fo indiecate that there is plenty more
land with whieh to Lkeep the cattle industry
up o the standard of 1017. The sheep in
{he State show a very satisfactorv inerease
indeed. For the whole State there has
been an inerease from 6,384,191 in 1917 to
8,447,480 last year. But during that period
the sheep north of the Murchison show a
decrease from 2,451,904 to 2,266,533. The
whole of the inerease has been south of the
Murchison, where the figures have risen
from 3,932,287 to 6,130,947. So, while the
sheep in the South show a substantial gain
of 22430660 in the decade, those in the
North show a loss of 185,371, That, of
conrse, 1= an unsatisfactory state of affairs.
Certainly some af least of the losses may
have heen due to bad scasons. The motion
T am moving, if acted upon and carried out
to a logieal conclusion, may mean the saving
of a lot of those losses from year to vear.
I am not going to delay the House with
argnments as to the desirability of popu-
lating and developing the North from a
defence point of view. Already we have
had a number of speeches on that question
and T think members are satisfled that if
the North ean he populated, it should be
done. But I have here a handbook issued
by the Government and entitled the “North
and North-West of Western Auvstralia.”
From this little work I propose to quote
two brief extracts, one by Sir Hal Cole-
bateh, who was Minister for the North-
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West in 1922, and another by the Hon. J. M.
Drew, who was the Minister two years later.
Sir Hal Colebatel says—

Our eenception of its possibilities has been
witdened as a result of the expedition reeently
wrlertuken by Rurveyor Easton and his party.
This land of big mountain ranges, cxtensive
tablelands, heavy and veliable rainfall, noble
rivers and fertile soils, eannot f£ai) to appeal to
the imagination of people in the Old Land,
whilst its emptiness andd ity «Jose proximity to
teeming millions  of  colowred  pepulntions
elevitbes to a position of first-class tmportance
the guestion: of whether in the years to come
it shall be 1o the Empire an occasion of anxicty
and danger, or a source of boundless wealth
and unlimited opportuniry.

Two years later the Hon. J. M, Drew
wrofe— ’ '

T shure the anxiety of my predeecssor in
office as 1o the ullimate fate of this wonderful
tract of eountry should we fail to take advan-
Figre of the grext opportunity given us in mak-
ing every endeavour to il its empry spaces
with people of ovur own kind.

The Premier: Both arve journalists and
so hoth the quetations are well writien.

Mr. ANGELO: But 1 am looking at it
from another viewpoini, nmnely, both were
Mindsters in thelr time, one lrom this side
of the Hownse and one from the other,
antl they are giving the views of their re-
spective parties. Therefore there is no neel
to dwell on the question any longer. Con-
siderations of npational =ately demand =a
well-halanced  population  throughont  the
State. Now the question comes a3 to who
shall de  this work of  developing  and
peopling the zreat Novth-West: should it be
a Stare matter, a Federal matter, an Em-
pire matter, or a matter for a combination
of those authorities, possibly all three. We
are all agveed that it is going to be a very
hig and costly job, a Herculean joh, quite
hevond the resvurces of our State for the
time being. Therefore, naturally, we look in
the Federal Clovernment who, of course,
have to attend to the defence of Australia,
As has heen pointed out by the two gentle-
men I have quoted, we are so close to teem-
ing millions that the question of defence
beeomes one of the utmost importance. T
understand the Federal Government lately
have made certain new proposals to our
State Government as to the taking over of
our North.

The Premier: Not new proposals; the
same oild proposals.

Mr. ANGELO : I was talking to Sir
George Pearce to-day, and he told me he had
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wade new  jroposals very different from
the old ones that we have already discussed
in the House.

The Premier: Probably what he bad in
mind wis the different parallels. We dis-
eussed in the House the question of the
2th parallel.

Mr. ANGELQO: He assured me to-day
that whilst a change is to be made to the
20th parallel, the Federal Government ave
prepared to undertake the development of
the North until that territory reaches a
cortain population, after whiel it will auto-
watically become a State. That is a differ-
ent thing altogether.

Mr. Murshal: 1H@ von see what Mr.
Bruce had to say about the Northern Ter-
vitory?

My, ANGELD: | shall pot diseuss that
question to-night, for I believe we shall
have an opportunity to say something fur-
ther upon it hefore the sezsion cloges.

Mr. Kenneally: Tt would automatically
hecome a State as time went on.

Mr. ANGELO: The number of people
=tipulated, about 20,000, would meet with
the approval of a4 goud many. 1 was sur-
prized that the figure suggested by Sir
Gicorge Pearee was so low, Whatever the
administration, whether it e the State and
the FPederal tugether, or the State, Federal
and  [mperial  Govermnents together, the
aithorities whe undertook the development
and peopling of the North wonld find this
motion equaily useful. The investigation
is required. "This will be useful whether it
be for the State, the Federal or the Im-
perial Giovernment. 1 do not want to lose
the Novth-West, but I want to see it de-
veloped and peopled for the protection of
the whole of Australia. If we ¢an do that
with the help of the Federal and Tmparial
(iovernments, let us do so and retain it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Of course!

The Premier: Fven if we cannot do it
ourselves, we have to he assured that the
other felow can, hefore we hand it over.

Mr. ANGELO: YWe must see that cer-
tain conditions are attarhed to any trans-
fer. The development must be praperly
done, and we must see to it that the North
does not hecome a Federal territory for
all time.

The Premier: The anthoritics are giving
free passes to the unemploved rezidents of
Parwin, either to Melbourre or Perth, and
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are stopping their sustenance if they do not
go. I do not know why they lhave picked
on Perth. I suppose they will be coming to
me for employment.

Mr. ANGELO: Apart from the 7uestion
of defence, is the North worth developing?
The Kimberleys contain 36,000,000 acres of
country, of which only half is leased. The
North-West contains 130,000,000 acres, of
which 235,000,000 acres arc still available.

The Premier: What do you mean by the
North-West ?

Mr. ANGELO: The Gascoyne, Ashbur-
tou and Pilbarra districts, hetween the 20th
and 26th parallel, Most of {he land is
taken up in pastoral leases in the North-
West, but a considerable amount is still
vacant, My figures are from Government
sources. Then we bhave fo consider the
value of the tropical products brought into
the Commonwealth every year. That exceeds
£12,000,000. Products which c¢ould probably
be grown in the North come into Western
Australia annually to the value of 214 mil-
lion pounds. Experts who have visited the
North consider that nearly all these produects
could be grown there.

Mr, Latham: To what do yon refer?

Mr. ANGELO: To sugar, rice, and to the
pig-raising industry, and many other pro-
ducts. How many members know that the
rainfall in somk parts of the far North
averages each ycar 60 inches? There are
immense areasof abundanfly watered country
that arve capable of growing tropical fruits
and valuable vegetation, but which would
require a certain amount of irrigation (o
make that possible. There are millions of
acres of good agricultural land wpon which
there is no. settlement. Even with this
huge rainfall, irrigation is required for the
growth of certain tropical fruits and vege-
tation. I am told by experts that if our
cattle industry is to compete with the Ar-
gentine, we must have available for the
cattle Jarge quantities of green fodder. For
the growth of this, irrigation alsd is neces-
sary. From the Gascoyne River, which emp-
ties into the sea at Car .orvon. to the Ord
Ruver in East Kimberlev, there are more
than 20 large rivers flowing into the sea.
Members will see the names of those rivers
on the map. The rivers earry away the
flood waters duaring the rainy season. The
Fitzroy River, which has its outlet in King’s
Sound, near Derby, drains an area of 50,
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000 square miles of conntry. Over the whole
of that the average rainfall is said to he
about 20 inches. There are also other
great rivers in the Kimberleys. The Ord
River drains approximately 20,000 square
miles of eountry, and empties iself into the
Cambridge Gulf, near Wyndham. The Drys-
dale River, which flows into Napier Broome
Bay is another important river. Napier
Broomes Bay, I am told, is 19 times as big as
Sydney Harbour, and absolately landlocked.
In addition there are other rivers such as
the Margaret, which junctions with the Fita-
roy River, some 200 miles inland, the Len-
nard, the Meda, the Prince Regent and the
King Edward. Some of those rivers, con-
tain fresh water throughout the year, and
this could be made available for many mil-
lions of acres of first-class agrieultural cour.-
try. Mueh of this country is eminentiy
suitable, particularly aloug the river banks,
for the growth of tropical and sub-tropical
products, and for the produetion of lucerne
and other fodders, In the North-Wesi
division, eomprising Gascoynme, Ashburton
and Roebourne distriets, there is a wonder-
ful river system, where the following rivers
are the most important, the Gascoyne, the
Ashburton, the Fortescue and the de Grey
These drain respectively some 20,000 to
30,000 square miltes of country. Whilst these

"last-mentioned rivers, with the exeeption of

large pools here and there, are mostly dry
during portion of the year, in the wet season
they bring down a great volume of water,
forming permanent underground storage
supplies.

Mr. Sampson: Would it be possible to
conserve the water?

Mr. ANGELO: That is what I am asking
the Government to find out. I have lately
read a good deal of what has been done in
Tndin with rivers of the same kind as we
have here, that flow during the rainy sea-
son, hut are called “dry rivers” at cerfaic
times of the year, because then they no longer
flow. These rivers have, in many instances,
heen dammed and the water conserved and
nsed for ivrigation upon the adjoining coun-
try. Dry arid provinees are said to have
become very fertile, to earry huge popula-
tiong, and to produce tremendous wealth.
We know what was done on the Nile by the
establishment of dams. In the United States
many large territories of arid country have
been rendered exiremely fertile by the dam-
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ming of rivers and the application ot the
water to the adjoining land. Every mem
ber must have read the pamphlet written
by the late Mr, Despelssis. That gentleman
was sent to various tropical countries to
auin experienee m lropteal agrieulture. Iie
urged strongly that =omething in the way of
tropieal culture should be done to settle the
North.

My, Teesdale:  Not 13 per cent. of the
mewmbers ever saw the pamphlet.

Mr. ANGELO:  Fvervone bad the op
portunify {o do o, hut unfortunately it has
now wone out of print.  In Mr. Moody we
had another expert, who visited the Gas-
covne distrief.  Tle was so  impressed
by its econditions  and  pos<ibilities  that
Le wrote a long report lo the Govermnent
and snggested thal it was capable of cany-
ing a guarter of a wmillion people. My,
Hampshive, daivy expert, visited the Gas-
covhe River, and strongle urged that «
dairy setflement should be established there.
Fovery expert has pointed our the necessity
For conserving water, and sngmested the ad.
vixibility of appeintine an engineer with
practical knowledge to see whether it was
feasible to conserve the water in the rivers.
and wrged that this should be dome bhefore
anyihing further was nndertaken. The mem-
her for Swim (Mr. Samps=on) gave ns some
information the other evening concerning
the eattle industry, as a vesalt of whal I
had learned whilst in England.  That con
firm~ what Mr. J. B, Cram-ie told me i
Sydney about 18 months axo.  JMr. Cram-
sie 1s probably well known to many mem-
hers as one who has made a life study of
meat preservation and of freezing works.
For two years he travelled throughout the
world gaining information as to the latest
methods emploved, and inquiring into the
various cattle industries. Tpon his retwrn
he was asked by the New South Wales (iov-
ernment to aceept the chairmanszhip of the
Metropolitan Meat Board. Mr, Cramsie is
of opinion that we can compete with the
Argentine for the cattle frade, i we can
grow suflicient lncerne and other products
to provide holding paddocks adjacent to onr
meat works and fattening paddocks on which
to keep the stock in good condition. He
told me that the world is now gradually
taking to haby beef, that 3=, voung eattl.
fattened quickly and sold at abomt
two vears of sage. People now show
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i preferenee for lambs as against mue-
ton, and in the same way baby beef
is coming inty vorue, It is nearly all baby
bBeet that is shipped Irom the Argentine.
The reason why that coontry eéan so snceess-
fully compete with Anstralia and other parts
of the world i~ that it has huge areas of
Lind under alfalfa, which is lucerne, and
cutt therveture Latten cattle upon these pas
tuves and keep thein in the pink of eundition
until they are ready for the meat works
ad killedd for ¢hilline, My, Cramsie showed
me lefters From the United States and from
Canada declaring that there wa< a growing
shortage of beef, aml that before long tlu:
Tnited Stales would have to draw a consul-
erable portion of the heef supplies from the
Avgentine,  He said alo it would be im-
possible for the Argentine to supply hath
the United States and Great Dritain. e
said, ton, it was not only vur opportunity
but our duty to endeavonr to enconrage the
beet industry in Awstralia.  With our huwe
areas of suitable country, watered hy these
wonderful  vivers, and with magnitteent
plains through which these rivers were run-
ning, all eapable of urowing fedders, we
should do somethine to make up the short-
age which must eventually oecur in Great
Britain. T am not asking the Government,
in this motion, to do anvihing of that kind,
I am simply asking for an investization.
We know that onr own State is heeominge
shart of beel. The Government are now
beine a-ked to Lift the embaree to enable
ealtle to come from the other States, That
zeems to me to he an extraordinary thing,
rememnbering the huge areas we have in the
North that are eapable of growing good
stock.  Another thing [ would like to point
ont is that Lefore long the people in the
North-West will experience a difficnlty in
selling their sheep. T have already pointed
out that the numbers of sheep to the sou*h
of the Murchison River are inereasinz. Up
to the present time, owing to the big «de-
mand for sheep heing made by farmers—-
so many of them now are engaging in mixed
farming—the deman- is almost equal to the
supply, but when farmers are all stockea
up what is going to become of the sheep n
the North? The answer is, freeze and ex-
port them, TUnfortunately, however, there
are rezulations coming inte foree in Great
Pritain that will prohibit eareases of sheep
with nodules being taken into that country.
I am afraid that a large percentage of our
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grown sheep in tbe North have nodnles. Mr.
Cramsie cannot give an explanation of the
cause of the nodules except that it may ke
by little seeds working (heir way through
the skin into the flesh.

The Minister for Railways: How long
is it since nodules have been discovered?

Mr. ANGELO: I think our sheep have
always had nodules, The strange part of
it is that Mr. Cramsie savs lambs are free
from nodules, Thus our export of lamhs
should not be afiected. Whatever export
trade we may have in the future will he
confined to lambs, the fesh of which is very
acceptable to the people of Great Britain,
We must therefore see to it that we keep
our fambs in the North-West in a fat condi-
tion. Unfortunately we cannot be sure of
a regular supply of fat lambs in the North
West unless we have fattening and holding
paddocks. Those paddoeks cun only he es-
tablished by means of irrigation and a reg-
ular supply of water. If we had sueh pad-
docks, lambs could be drafted down to wher-
ever the freczing waerks were aud kept thera
until they were ready for freezing, We
could then compete with any part of the
world. We grow splendid sheep in {be
North-West and our lambs cannot be ex-
celled so long as they get green feed, hut
without holding and fattening paddocks, [
am afraid we cannot look for an export
frade. I repeat that I am asking merely for
an investigation by a eompetent authority
g0 that if his report should be favourable,
the Federal Government, and perhaps the
Imperial Government also, might be induced
to assist to people the huge and unocen-
pied territory of the North, T would remind
the House that the Federal Government are
already doing work of this description
They are assisting New South Wales and
Victoria in their big irripation works and
now they propose to de something similar
in Queensland. It is a sort of three-cornered
partnership on the River Murray.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell
paying for a good deal of it.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and we are not gel-
ting our share of the benefit. Therefore,
why not try to get our share of similar ex-
penditure. If we could satisfy the people
at Home that we have these greas, that it is
possible to dam our rivers and provide irri-
gation and holding paddecks, T am convinced
that we should have no serious diffieulty in
getting British capital. I have herc a copy

And we are
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of a pamphlet that I received a year or two
ago. It is entitled, “AMemorandum of a
Seheme for producing and marketing Aus-
tralian chilled heef and other produets; pre-
pared by the Committee of Initiative and
presented te the Right Hon, the Secretary
of State for the Dominions and Colonies,”
This deals with Western Australia, but un-
fortunately when they learned of the diffi-
colty with regard to holding and fattening
stock and also that our stock were not up
to the standard in respect of breeding, noth.
ing further was done. I am pleased to see
by a telegram that has been quoted herc
from our Premier that this scheme was go-
ing to have his support. If the investiga-
tion I am advoeating is of the nature
T suggest, I  am certnin there will
be a good deal of eapital available
for investment. I am convineed also that
the Premicer would again do what he did on
the previous oeeasion. I was told by Sir
George Pearce only to-day that there are
people at Home with any amount of money

_makmg inquiries about the possibilities of

investing that money in the Northern Terri-
torv. Tf that is the case, there is no reason
why those people shoyld not also turn their
attention to the North-West of our State.
Already we have had an opinion expressed
hy one of our own engineers regarding the
rivers of the north. Mr. Drake Brockman
was for many years Commissioner for the
North-West and in the discharge of his
duties he had to travel over a considerable
area of the North-West. Tast year he read
a paper hefore the Tnstitute of Engineers
of Australia, the litle of the paper heing,
“The application of cngineering to the de-
velopment of the North-West of Western
Australia.” T should like to refer to one or
two paragraphs of the paper that Mr.
Brockman read. In what he called the first
stage of development, lie pointed out what
had already been done in the direction of
developing the North-West; next he sug-
gested that the second stage should be the
lilding of roads wherever necessary.
North-West members will agree with him on
that point. I should like, however, to read
what he has fo say about his third stage
of development. He says—-

Having formed the opinion that the problems
nceessary to increase population and produc-
tion can hest be solved by considering the de-

velopment of the river haging, it iz first neces-
sary to summarise what is alrecady knmown abont
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them. Such knowledge is very limited, indeed,
there is no very definite information except (a)
that Jarge areas will earry stoek; (L) that a
huge volume of water periodieslly runs to
witste; atd {(¢) that there are bix areas of
rich alluvial plain which, in many cases, are
flooded in the wet season. The hasins of the
Ord, Fitzroy, Fortescue, Ashburton, and Gas-
corne Rivers are likely to prove the most re-
sponsive to developmental sehemes.

1 wish to emphasize (hiz beeause it is the
opinion that I have always held, He goes
on—

[t would thus be wise to confine eurly investi-
gation to these. The De CGrev-Onkover basin
bas already heen partly served by a railway,
and further pastoral expansion will undoubt-
vidly follow inereased wmining activity, Beeause
this basin effers great opporiunity for the pros-
pector and investor, it might he added to the
list. But investigation here should be centred
primarily en minmg. Although it is not advyis
able te put large construection works in land
at onee, the author considers it nevertheless
essential that the engineer, pastoralist, agricunl-
tural scientist and geologist should new com-
mence investigation after investigation, and ex-
periment after experiment, within the seleeted
basins,

Further on Mr. Drake Brockman says—

The aunthor would say that the result of his
researches would prove—(1) ‘That irrigation
is an essential aid to further marked increase
in population and produetion: (2) that cnough
water flows to waste in good scasons to make
possible the conscrvation of a sufficient supply
to meet the requirements of all years; (¢) that
sites for such conservation ave available.

He coneludes his paper by saying—

In conclusion, the guthor wishes to stress his
own opinten. The North-West should not be
congidered as a whole, but as individnal river
hasing; and he believes that the correct formula
for the proper development of each basin can
only be determined after carefol investigation
and experiment. By no other means will the
North-West be quickly, efliciently and econ-
omieally brought to its full state of develop-
ment.

Thus we see what our own engincer has to
sav about the North-West and I would like
io stress the fact that Mr. Drake Broekman
¢nly made a cursory inspaction of that part
of the State whilst earrving out his other
nmmerous duties. He was not able to give
that undivided attention to the snbject that
he would have done if he had been put on
{o that job alone. What I consider is re-
«uired is the report of an engineer of world-
wide reputation upon whose recommenda-
tions, not only our own Government, but
the Federal Government and the Imperial
Government would act. His reports would
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be taken as coming from a relialle source,
al 1 have no doubt those Governments
would go heartily into the projeet if the
opinions of such an engincer were available.
Onee aain T should like to stress the fact
that T am asking for nothing more than an
investization.  Of ronrze the investigntion
nwight prove disappointing.  Tf it shonld
prove disappointing, uo great cost would
have heen ineurred. and at any rvate we
would then know where we stood. We have
heen told by wmany so-called experts that
the North-Woest possesses creat posgibilities
and poientialifies, 1 an expert convinced
s thaf those possibilities did not evist——

Mr. Tersdale: We would know what to
call himn,

Mr. ANGELO: T am glad to have that
interjection. T have resided for nearly 40
vears in the North-West, excepting of course
the odd vears that T have spent in Perth.
I have visited every part of the North-West
on several oceasions and T am econvineed
that no authority can cver present an un-
salisfactory report about that part of the
State, T think an expert wounld veport that
with respect to several of the northern rivers
—I do not say ail—there are possibilities
in respect of ijrrigation that are beyond
doubt. A report from an authority would
help the Goverminent and Parliament to
rormunlate a ecomprehensive poliey of how
the North-West is to be developed, and by
the North-West T mean (he Kimberleys as
well. Tt may result in steady development
of the wonderful resources we have been
told about and a gradual inerease in popu-
lation to the extent that will make that huge
portion of our great State safe for all time
for the British people. I earnestly com-
mend my motion to the sympathetic con-
sideration of the Government and members
of the House.

On motion by the Premier dcbate ad-
Jjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
T.utey in the Chair.

Department of Public Works and Labour,
continued (Hon. A. McCallum, Minister).
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I"ote — Prblic
£113,001:

Works and Duildings,

ltem—>Main road construction, construe-
tion main roads, £38,000:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How is
it we spent only £18,964 out of the £36,000
main road contribution last year? Did thai
cover the total amount that the Government
were conmnitted to find from revenue?

The Premicr: The £36,000 wonld have
heenr spent if we had carvied out the full
progriamme,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
we did more than half of it.

The Premier: 1 do nof think we did; there
was a big delay in the change over,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If it has
aceumulated, we have the right to expend
it later. 1 suppose when we get better
machinery and experience, we shall get bet-
ter value for the money.

The Premier: There is no doubt about the
value of some of the labonr-saving mach-
inery.

Surely

Jtem—Dredging plant not in use, depre-
¢lation and maintenance, £116:

Mr. DAVY: I should like som:» explana-
tion of the item. Is it for plant needed
periodically at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some of
the plant is not continuounsly in use. We
took the machinery out of one of the old
dredges, and put it into a new huoll that we
built. Practically all the time the new hull
was being built, the old dredger was out of
commission because it was not fit for work.

Mr. Davy: Tt strikes me as being a quaint
item. You might as well say that when a
motor car is not in use depreciation should
he allowed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wiih
that one exception, all the dredges are in
use at present. A couple of the grab
dredges were not being used, but they are
now being employed on the reclamation
work near the Caunseway.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Has this item any-
thing to do with the private dredges on the
river?

The Minister for Works: No; they are
used for geiting shell for the cement works.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The company is
working its dredges under a contract from
the Government.

The Minister for Works: Under a lease.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We tried o get
Bill through Parliament to give that power,
but the Bill was knocked out. Now you
have entered into a lease.

Ttem—Rottnest  Jetty,
strengthening, £506:

My, SLEEMAN:
rottenest 1 have seen.

The DPremier: Tt will be fixed up this
time with the £50!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Some years ago a gool
deal of money was spent on dredging, and
a new jetty was to be evected. Later when [
nmade inguiries I was informed the Govern-
ment were waiting to see whether that por-
tion of the bay was silting up before the
work was proceeded with. What is likely
to be done? I'rom the vote of £30 last year
£9 was spent. Is there any possibility of
getting a new jetty for Rottnest?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
question of providing a new jetty for Rott-
nest will be dealt with under the Loan Esti-
mates. Tt will not be built out of revenue.

Mr. SEEMAXN : Suppose nothing is pro-
vided on the Loan Estimates?

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot discuss
that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I wish to know whether
something is going to be done this year. If
nothing is likely to he done, let the Minister
sny so straight out, and not fool with the
question.

Mr. Davy: What is wrong with the jefty?

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is nothing right:
with it; it is on the swing.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The item seems to be
misleading. Last year £50 was voted for
repairs and strengthening, and only £3 was
spent. IHow much strengthening could be
done for £9%

Mr. Marshall: Nine pounds’ worth,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This year the Govern-
ment are asking for £30.

The Premier: The £9 was spent, not on
strengthening, but on repairs!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Perhaps it was for a
light.

The Premier: It may have been the eost
of an inspector to go to Rottnest to inspect
it!

Mr. SAMPSON: The present condition of
Rotinest Jetty lends a spice of adventure to
the island. The Tourist Burean must find its
diffieulties increased owing to the bad state
of the jetty.

repairs and

Rottoest Jetty is the
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not desive to spend any more money than we
can belp on the old jetty, pending a deter-
mination to provide a mew jeity. To pro-
vide approaches to the jetty the channel has
been dredged. We cannot say when the
money for a new jetty will be available.
That will be considered when the Loan Esti-
mates are discussed.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is wrong with: the
present jetty?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It is in
very bad condition. At the beginning of
last season MelIlwraith’s notified the Rott-
nest Doard that they would not take the
“Zephyr” alongside the jetty unless some-
thing was done to permit of the veassel being
tied up safely. The £9 was spent to pro-
vide another bollard. The jetty is really
not safe. I do not know whether Me-
Tlwraith’s will run the ‘“Zephyr” there this
year, but it took a good deal of persuasion
to get them to run the vessel last year. We
are providing £30 in case small repairs are
necassary pending the construction of a new
Jetty.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the estimate for
putting the jetty in good order or for a new
jetty?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Tt
would be uzeless to attempt to put the old
jetty in sood order,

The Premicr: A new jetty would ecost
about £10,000,

Vote pnt and passed.

Tote—Labour, £14 432—agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Min-
isfer for Public Works and [abour.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon. .J.
M. Drew, Minister—-Hon. J. Cunningham in
charge of the votes).

Vote—Chief Secretary, £16,207:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICUT,TURAL
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. J. Cunning-
ham- —Kalgzoorlie) 16.12] : The total expendi-
ture for the several departments under the
Chief Servetary and the Honorary Minister
iz estimated this vear at £207,352 exclusive
of the Chill YWelfare Department con-
troiled hy the linister for Azrieultnre. The
estimate thiz vear shows an increase of
£9,126 ns compared with the expenditure
of £198,236 last vear. The increase 15
largely due to the usual salary incremenis
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granted from year o year, and it is partly
due to provision for carrying on the opera-
tions of the Pardelup ’rison Farm and the
mental home at Point Heathcote. One mat-
ter afiecting aborigines may be of interest
to members. The number of indigent
nativeg is increasing year by year, espec-
ially in the coastal areas. That is due to
the change over of properties from one
owner to another. Whereas in days gone
by the old owners contributed Tairly sub-
stantially to the upkeep of nalives, the
new owners do not regard this duty fav-
ourably and, as a vesult, we now have )
addittonal natives to provide for out of this
vote. The department has to And susten-
ance for 1,600 indigent natives monthly.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that over the whale
of the State?

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURAT
WATER SUPPLIES: Yes, The Pardelnp
Prison Farm is fulfilling its promise as a
valuable aid to the reformatory treatment
of prisoners. At the farm the men receive
instruction in various oceupations, mainly
clearing and agriculture. The men are tak-
ing an interesi in the work and the prison
farm is developing on sugeessful lines.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.30F: 1t is
most gratifving to find that the prison farm
at Pardelup is progressing so sati=factorily.
During my trip abroad T had an oppor-
tunity ol sisiliee ane of the largest
prisons in the world, the second largest in
the United States—San Quentin, ncar San
Francisro. I npeed hardly sav that in the
Superintendent of the Fremantle Prison the
State Las a most eapable officer, one who is
keen and kindly, and well qualified for the
work verquived of him. The same may be
soid of the Controller of Pricons. My, Tre-
thowan. Tn our prisons the diffeulty is to
find work fur the inmaies, or that was the
case some time ago. The =ame difiicnlty ex-
isted in Queen<land, hut 1here objertion= of
the nature urged here were not 1aised hy
the people oatside. Tt has always heen u
puzzle to me that those who are free
shonld be =0 anxious to lhnit work
on behalf of those whn are held in
prison. Tt is not considerate, it is not
svrapathetie, and it is not wize. Towever,
there is evidently no objection taken to the
farm operation at Pardelup, andl acecord-
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gy | hope they will be extended as far
as possible. Indeed, there should be no ob-
Jecuion to the carrying on of work in prison.
The agriculturists do not object to the work
done on the prison farm, and do not think
there is any justification for fradesmen or
other indnstrialists objecting to work being
done in the prisons, The men who are at
Pardelup should be encouraged to a reas-
onable and proper extent; and when their
time is up they should, subjeet to their he-
haviovr having been good, be given an op-
portunity of taking up land. Otherwise they
may easily find themselves out in the world
without the opportunity of earning a living.
The right of ex-prisomers to take up land
exists in some other countries, and we might
usefully consider its application here, since
we want fo bring prisoners back into sue-
iety as useful eitizens at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity. T realise that the object
of imprisonment is reformation as well as
punishment, and the reformative aspeci
should receive the fullest consideration.
There are other prisoners besides those sent
to Pardelup. To that farm, I understand,
only good condunet prisoners are sent, and
moreover prisoners who have been convieted
of offences other than sex offences and cer-
tain other offences which would render their
removal to Pardelup undesirable. In Cali-
fornia there are two prisons, one at San
Quentin, and one at Folsom. The hiennial
report shows that the population of these
twe prisons inereased in the two years from
4,074 to 5,065, an increase of 991. That
fact certainly places California in not too
favourable a light. The increase of crime
is remarkable,
Mv, North: It is a populous State.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, but an increase of
nearly 1,000 prisoners in two years is some-
what alarming. TIn Fremantle it is custom-
ary to hold one prisoner only in each cell,
but so over-crowded has the San Quentin
brison become that two, and in some cases
three, prisoners are held in each cell. In
those circumstances diseipline is diffienlt and
segregation praclieally impossible. A re-
markable room at San Quentin is ths dining-
room, which has a seating capacity of 3,500.
1t is peculiar {o find provision made for an
orchestra, its work being to discourse sweet
music—] presume the music is sweet—dur-
ing dinner. From a utilitarinn standpoint
the San Quentin prizon i3 inferesting. In
eonnectien with it there is a road-building
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section. At the time of my visit 800 prison-
ers, known as honour prisoners, or prisoners
on parole, were out working on the roads.
There iz also a farm, and another feature is
¢ furniture branch where a large quantity of
furniture is produced for (overnment re-
guirements.  Moreover there is a printing
works though why printing should be picked
out as a suitable oceupation for prisoners
1= not apparent to me. Among the works
turned out by the prison printery there is
a. volume of 234 pages executed in good
style. The main industry at San Quentin—T
want hon. wembers to note this particularly
—is a spinning and weaving jute mill. Here
abeut 1,000 priseners are employed. They
receive some consideration in the form of
wages, an amount of up to 75 cents, practi-
eally 3s., per day being paid. Part of this
small amount is sent to dependants of a
prisoner, if necessary. Thus the prisoners
have the privilege of knowing that they are
in some measure contributing lo the main-
tenance of those conneeted with them. To
one who has had no experience of prisons.
it is amusing to read in the biennial report
that during the two years there were no out-
breaks of any consequence, and that there
was no strike in the prison. It is a subject
for rongratulalion that the strike dizease
did not manifest itself during the period.
Fvidently the fact was of sufficient note for
the report to mention it specially. We know
that oceasionally trouble does arize in
prisons, and it says a good deal for those in
charge that no disturbances arose during
that period. Disturbances are not unknown
even in [Premantle enol.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: There has heen none during the past
12 months,

My, SAMPSOXN: That is highly gratify-
ing. Reverting to the jute mill in the San
Quentin prison, 1 suggest that our prison
authoritics might give consideration to the
establishment of similar works in the Fre-
mantle prison. Such works would not com-
pete with ouiside. The Minister for Agri-
culture knows that at times it is difficult to
ensure a regular supply of jute. To have a
jute mill working at Fremantle would mean
a benefit to the prisoners, and a benefit to
the State in the utilisation of labour other-
wise wasted, and also a great saving. The
San Quentin works have been put an a pay-
ing basis. There is a State parole officer
whose work it is to look after prisoners re-
leased o~ psrole. That work has been car-
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ried out efficiently. Great lielp is rendered
to hundreds of imen and boys upon their re-
lease Trom prison. They are eneouraged to
ser the parole oflicer wlen neeessity arises.
He helps them in the dark hours which fol-
lew release from prisen.  That may sound
paradoxieal, but it i= not 0. The released
prisener has a hard world te face, and a
little help is of the greatest possible value
io him when he is teying to get his feet on
the rangs of the ladder, as it were, and elimb
inck into soetety and hold his own. The
parole system has proved 1o be satisfactory.
The cost of supervision per individual per
year amounts approximately to £2 as against
an approximate eost of £32 125, for main-
taining an individual in prison. There was
A saving over two yvears of practically
L£106,000 beeause of the introduction of the
parele system. The economic and business
aspects of the scheme speak for themselves
and T need not stress the point further. That
proposition ean be put forward without any
hesitation and 1 believe the seope of the
parole system could be incrensed and thus
elfect a saving to the State in respect of
money and restored man power.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you know how many
ol those men go hack to prison?

AMr. SAMPSON: Only ficst offenders are
received at San Quentin prison.

Hon. G. Taylor: What happens to the
others?

Mz, SAMPSON: They go to Folsom
prisen, where the prisoners ure engaged in
auarrying and other lahorious work. I hope
the Premier will discuss with the Chief
Recrctary the propesal to establish a jute
mill.  Large numbers of bags are required
for potatoes, onions, lime and wheat. Of
«ourse I can quite understand that with the
adided area that is likely to be breught under
erop, bulk handling ix almost certain to be
introduced. I believe in that system, buat
irvespective of whether it is introduced or
not it will pay the Government to manufac-
ture jute goods. If the Premier looks into
the matter, I feel sure he will deeide upon
establishing the induostry in this State,

The Premier: Ancther State enterprise!

Mr. SAMPSON : The most unfortunate
thing prisoners have to face is lack of work.
Nowever, I will not pursue that subject
further, but I hope the Premier will look
into it.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do vou think prisoners
o to gaol to work?
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Mr. SAMPSON: 1 was surprised to note
that the Minister in charge of the vote made
no reference te the reduction in the provi-
sion for chaplaine. If that means thai
there is one chaplain less at the gaol,
I think it i» a matter for regret, There is
alzo the small grant provided for the Prison
Gate Cowmittee,  The amount is only £30,
but the money provided is usl to assist
prisoners on release, just at a time when it
is n great help to them. When men leave
the prisou, they may have £2 or £3 in their
possession, but work is not always readily
obtainable by them, hence the value of this
assistanee to them. If it could be found
j.ossible to increase thc grant next year, I
am sure the money would be put to good
nse.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Aborigines £23,827 :

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
{7.53]: There is an aborigines mission sta-
tion at old Mt. Margaret. There is & smali
reserve that is smrounded by sheep stations.
T have received a letter from the road board
at Laverton suggesting that I should ask
the Government to close the reserve and
provide a new reserve some distance away
in the back country where the natives would
not be surrounded by sheep stations. Their
argurnent is that all the aborigines have
from one to four dogs and that the animals
consfitute a grave menace to the sheep
people.  When the depression on the gold-
fields was beeoming manifest some years
ago, it was easy o buy iron and wooden
houses and those in charge of the mission
stalion bought up a number at Morgans for
the puarpose of providing housing for the
aborigines. Of course those buildings would
have to be shifted to the new reserve, wher-
ever it might be situated. I desire to men-
tion this matter now, and I shall probably
discuss it with the Minister later on. I do
not know what to suggest for I know it is
a very difficult thing to take aborigines from
their natural surroundings and to transfer
them 200 or 300 miles from their own coun-
try. I would not advocate such an action.
I am expressing the views of the road
board, but 1 wish the Minister to use all the
dizeretion pessible before he decides to shift
any section of aborigines away from their
own country.

My. Teesdnle: Hear, hear!



1538

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There are other hon
members who may have had some experience
of abovigines. 1 have had a lot of experi-
ence with them. I came in eontact with
many of them in New South Wales 55 vears
ago, aml T also learned mueh about their
hiabit: when I was in the Gulf of Carpen-
Iariy distriets of Queensland, some hundreds
of miles out from Burketown, in the carly
cighties, 1 have also had a lot of experi-
ence while prospeeling in the back counfry
of Western Australia, so I speak with 2
good deal of knowledge and experience of
the mnatives. [ know the Minister himsclf
hus had considerable experience with them
hundreds of miles out from Menzies.
hope he will do what he can to meet the
wishes ot the road hoard and the sheep men
of the distriet, without doing anvthing that
will work harm to the aborigines.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) ({7.57]: The
Government have done exeellent work in
promoling the welfare of the aborigines and
I give them every credit for having dene so.
What money has been available has been
spent wisely and in the best interesis of
these unfortunate people. There are many
ahorigines and half-castes seattered through-
out the various parts of the State. In the
Great Southern distriet the Government
wisely provided a reserve of 30 acres out-
side a town in the Great Southern distriet.
[ am sorry the member for Katanning (M-
Thomson) is not present. Tbis evening T
received a letter, which I hope the Guovern.
ment will not mind my mentioning to mem-
hers. Tf it is possible to agree to the ve-
quest of a prominent man in that distriet,
it will mean keeping together a large num-
her of aborigines who, during the week, are
engaged upon shearing, road work or clear-
ing contracts, and who return to spend their
week ends on the reserve. But there is no
provision down there for water, and they
are desirous of getting a 2,000-gallon tank.
They also have religious services every Sat-
urday.

Member: And a two-up school.

Mr. STUBBS: No two-up school. I am
sgrions on the point I desire to make to the
Minister who represents the Chief Secre-
tary. There are in Katenning several
people who gn out and endeavonr to
broaden the minds of the younger people in
that compound on Sundays. Time after
time in winter they go there and get
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drenched through. Al the natives and hall-
castes in the compound are glad to mect
ihose people. But there is no building for
the pnrpose, and it is desived that a single-
room place shonld be provided where they
could congregate. T do not think the cosl
will he more than £50 or £60, but I am sure
the member for Watamning (Mr. Thomson?
will agree with me fhat it would be a very
wood thing to keep those people together
and prevent them from wandering yonnd
the town and getting into mischief as some
of them do. 1f the Minister eontrolling the
department  eould possibly see his way
to provide a water supply and a small
bnilding that would not cost very much, it
would be of great advantage to those natives
and (he means of making their lives happier.
Thev have every reason to be grateful to
the present and previous Governments for
what has been done in their interests,

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) (8.3]:
Two years ago 1 had oceasion to discuss
the purchase of the Avon Valley station.
At that time I was vather hostile to the idea
of adding to the Government ventures in re-
speet of the natives. T have been keeping
myself in toueh with the position up there
ever sinee, and 1 now want publicly to admit
that the venture is being justified. There
is some very ood work heing done there by
the present manager. He understands a
zood deal about the natives. He was orig-
inally at Moola Bulla, and he is making a
really good joh of straightening out a very
diffienlt position, Some 300 or 400 natives
swooped down npon him within a month of
his taking charge, and of course he was not
thon prepared for them. However, he is
cetting through withont any serious trouble
and has maintained friendly relations with
the natives. Fe is getting good work out of
them, and T would commend to the atten-
tion of the Minisfer the report T read the
other day. He will see that althongh it is in
the North, about which so little is known.
there are up there men in the Government
serviee who are deing verv good work in-
deed, despite the fact that they have not
much oeeaston o he really content with the
sevew paid to them. Tt would he as well
if the Minister were to make inquirfes and
see what men he has up there filling posi-
tions that are not of mueh chop. Thosze men
up there are living isolated lives, totally cut
off from evervthine that makes life deeent
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and comnfortable, and I think a little extra
consideration should b paid to them as
compared with what is paid to these living
in the eity, wiere evers advaniage is olfered
and a pot of ¢ool beer can he seeured in
every street One eannot get any pots ol
00l beer np there, where | am speaking ol
indeed there 1= no beer obtainable at all.
and very little erew, considering the lives
those men lead and the danger they are in
pvetty often. The men in charee of stations
np there, partienlarly in districts where the
wild patives ¢ome in. never know when they
are going to get up in the morning. Ther
have heen several examples of that, and it
needs no emphasis from me. The work of
the men in charge of those places ought fo
be carefully noted by the Minister and due
regard given it in respect of salary. We
are perfectly satisfied with what the present
and the previous Government have done in
rvegard to the natives. Tt is recognised that
throngh a little presawce on the part of
members representing the North and the
North-West we have now a different class
of blanket for the natives and a little more
consideration given to their clothing. TFor
that I am duly gratetnl. But there is one
other thing: We might well authorise the
Protector of Aborvigines to issuc another
little item. We have a Biblieal injunction
for secing to it that we are cleanlyv in our
peraon, and I think we might add = little
soap to the monthly issue to the nakves,
It wonid serve to take some of the solid
dirt off them and their clothes onee a week.
and in consenuence their clothes wounld have
a longer life.

Mr. Stubbs: Would they use the soap?

Mr. TEESDALF: Yes, thex are very
strone on soap. They will put the whole
issue on to a pair of pants if they are not
watched. There is nothing they prize more
than soap. They do not put it on their hides
it is true, but thev puf it on their clothes,
which is the next best thinz. T should like
the Minister to remember that item and in-
strnet the Protector of Aberigines to give
a little soap fo the natives when they get
‘their periodical jssue of elothes.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: T have taken a note of it

Mr. TEESDALE: T have a great interest
‘in these natives. T do not put them on pedes-
tals, but I want to see a fair thing done for
them. T ean never forgef that we pinched
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all the country from them, We drove them
buck from the water holes, drove them froma
ihe voast where they could live in full and
ilenty without difliculty. XNow there ar
hundreds and hundreds of those men wha

have 10 give up ull their time to get-
ting a little game. Nowadays they
have  to walk miles for a  turkey,

wherens al one time they could get a
tarkey by going a  few yards into
the bush. We lave given them very few
advaniages; on the other hand we bave im-
posed upon them a nunber of disadvantoges
inchuling disease. It must be remembered
that they were ¢lean before we went up the
eoust—I1 am not speaking persunally, There

‘i a good denl of syphilis up there at the

present time. 1 think it j= within the re-
collection of Ministers and members that
T took part in a very interesting trip
through the North. Tt extended over four
months, during which time we saw a Jarge
number of natives. T was pleased when we
were able to come baek with a good report
of the health of the natives, speaking gen-
erally. There was no bigger proportion of
cases than one eould get in Hay-street to-
night, having vegard to the Aifference in
population. It was wonderful to ro to u
station where there were 30 or 40 natives
and zet only two per cent. of illness, and not
a very serions illness either. The sort of
thing that members may have in their minds
was conspicuous by its absence. Stil}, we
have a very vilnerable part of the Nortk
in the ecoastline cxtending from Broome
to Wyndham. Unfortunstely that expe-
dition to whiech I have alladed bad no
opportunity to visit that paré of the coast.
We had only horseback transport, end you
require a strong party to keep on the coast;
beeause the moment the natives see a horse
they are off into the bush like possums and
there is no chanee te pick them up. There
is there a crowd of natives that is quite
Innse and there are amongst thein pleaty
of cases of V.I. that ought to be seen to.
With all due respect to the police. T would
not have a police party go there: rather
wonld T have a party of really good bush-
men and stockmen who have a fair idea of
the natives and are not particularly rough
on them, We do nat want any more
Giribble ecases,

Mr. Stubhs: Would they not have to go on
horseback 3
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Mr. TEESDALE:
no other way.

Mr. Coverley: A lot of those natives
would be picked up mueh easier by the
beacheombers, whe are known to them,

Mr. TEESDALE: That is right. Those
beacheombers know the coast, know every
one nf the creeks and are acguainted with
the habits of the natives, many of whon
are known persenally to them. They know
the elass of native that zoes on to the heach
fishing and waiting ahout for the pearling
boats to eome in—net to any good purpose,
cither. If we could stop those damnable
bants from touching there, there would not
be half the trouble that there is. It is not
the white people who cause the trouble, but
the colonved men from the pearling boats
who have been landing there periodically.
It 1s not the fault of the Government. They
cannot keep constables waiting there
against the time that a pearling lugger may
come in. Every time a pearling lugger
comes in on that eoast, her crew leave a
trail of trouble behind them that may never
be eradicated. More than half the trouble
has come from those pearling lnggers. 1
hope the Minister will not forget that soap.
I have to publicly withdraw the comments
I made in regard to the Avon Valley
Station, whieh I now consider will be very
remunerative. We have a man in charge
there who, given a free hand, is likely to
show that although it is a Government in-
stitution, it can be run at a profit. I hope
that when the report is out, it will be
found that those Government stations can
very nearly pay their way. They are doing
really good work up there. It would sur-
prise members to know the number of cattle
killed at Government stations every year
for the natives. The meat is not wasted.
Whilst up there I took particular care to
see whether it was wasted, but I found that
a careful scrutiny was made of the natives’
camps (o see whether there were any shins
of heef hanging up in the trees before a
new issue was made. There could easily
e a great loss if the natives were allowed
to ecome in every week and take as much
beef as they liked when, perhaps, half of
what they had the previous week was hang-
ing in a putrid state in the trees. Tt is
pleasing to note that the managers at the
various stations are doing really good work.

Of conrse; lhere is

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.15]: I
ant glad the member for Roebowrne has ad-
voeated that the Goveroment should do morve
for the ahorigines. ¥ wish to express myv
appreciation of the remarks of Mr. Stuhbs
who spoke in favour of the Katanning
natives.  The Government made a mistake
when they closed the Carrolop Aborigines’
Reserve. A gond denl of money had been
spent in erecting buildings there, and the
area was looked wpon by the natives as their
home.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: When was it closed?

Mr. THOMSOXN : 1t was closed in the in-
tervests of economy, 1t is estimated that the
Government saved £1,300 a year. The de-
partment will probably find that this wus
false economy, T am sorry the Govermment
closed the reserve and sent so many of the
natives to the Moore River settlement. 1
amn not reflecting upon the Government, for
no donbt they acted upon advice submitted
to them, hut they made a mistake.

Mr, Teesdale: I think so, too.

Mr, THOMSON: I was interviewed by
the gentleman who wrote the letfer referred
to by Mr. Stubbs. I told hiin he had my en-
tire sympathy. Mr. Neville informed me he
was in rather a difficult position, but that he
was geing to Katanning within a fortnight
and would discuss the matter with these
people. He asked me what would he the
position of the read beard if the Government
erected a small hall there. I must commend
the ladies and gentlemen who are giving the
natives religious and educational instraetion.
They are doing this work voluntarily, and
doing it well. I am sorry Mr. Neville has
not yet visited the district. He expressed
the fear that if a hall was erected and a
water supply given, the natives wonld con-
gregate adjacent to the town, They are en-
titled to a water supply, for at present they
have to get what they need from waterholes.
They have erected decent shaecks for them-
selves and their families. Tt is our duty to
see that these people have reasonable means
of obtaining a certain amonnt of comfort
No doubt the Government have been as gen-
erous as they can afford to be. These par-
ticular natives go out shearing and elearing.
We shonld encourage them to do that, and
eive them an opportunity to make a decent
livelihood and have their own homes. T sup-
port the request that has been put forward
that at least some temporary provision
should be made for a water supply, and that
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the Government should erect a small build.
ing of o portable nature so that later on it
might be removed to the reserve. 1t would
pay the Government fo repurchase the ol
reserve, where many line buildings were
erected, and re-establish it for its old pur-
pose. g

My, Teesdale: Was it sold?

Mr. THOMSON: 1t was sold aad sub-
divided for agrvicultural purposes. It was
a greeat boon to the natives, For many wmiles
around they looked upon the Carrelup re-
serve as their home, where they eould leave
their wives and children while they went
out to work. We have driven the natives from
pillar to post, and taken their eountry from
them. Many of fthem are doing excellent
work in the district, and some of the small
farmers could not do without them, I hope
the Government will provide a decent rest-
ing place for these people.

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [8.22]: Some
time agoe the Government established a
native settlement st Moore River, west of
Mogumber. The buildings were made of
old material drawn from a hospital on one
of the islands along the North-West coast.
Over 300 natives are now in that settlement.
The place has been a great bhoon to the
natives and half-castes. When the Carrol-
up reserve was closed, the nafives were
transferred to Moore River, on the seore of
economy. Those that were sent to Mogum-
ber from the far northern districts have
cansed a certain amount of trouble, but
those that came from Watanning are satis-
fied with their lot, and are getting along well
witl the other natives. No great harm has
heen done to the Katanning natives by the
transfer. The climatic conditions are not
very different from what they have been
aceustomed to. It was not in the best in.
terests of the northern natives that they
shounld be transferred to Mogumber, because
they were not used to that climate. Good
work is being done at this settlement. The
institution, however, should he made more
self-supporting.  Some time ago I indueed
the Premier to supply a sum of money for
the purchase of a tractor, so that the man-
ager might grow fodder for stock. THe land
is rather poor. Tha meat for the institution
liag been costing a good deal. It is quite
practicable for the institution to be self-sup-
porting. With the aid of a tractor and
other machinery, oats, barley, rye and lupins
conld be grown in sufficient quantities to feed
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i thousand sheep. It will also be necessary
to purchase wire so that the land may be
properly fenced. Labour is plentiful, and
shoold be utilised, and could be utilised it
the properiy were snbdivided, fenced and
stocked.  When sullicient land has been
brought under cultivation, all the stogk re-
guired for the settlement can be ran on the
11,000 acres comprised in if. The enstom
to-day is to pnrehase sheep from Midland
Junctivn, or some adjoining farm, and kill
them after they have been shepherded for a
few weeks. Sheep from the Murchison or
elsewhere have gencrally been running in
paddocks, and when they are shepherded
they fall away in condition. A wcether that
may be worth 45s. when purchased will be
worth only 15s. when killed. A consider-
able loss occurs in this direction. If the
country were fenced and sufficient fodder
grown ter the stock, ihey counld be kept in
good condition wuntil required.  Enoungh
lamhs could be reared to supply the meai
requirements of the settlement, and it would
he possible to sell a few hales of wool each
year,

Hon, G. Taylor: What are the naturat
pastures like?

Ar. FERGUSON: The country iz scrubby
and sandy. That is why it was available
for the natives, There is an abundance of
water in the Moorz River, and one pool near
the homestead is hig enough o float a dread-
nought. It is one of the best watered places
in the State. TUseful work is being done.
The member for Roebourne said there had
been an improvement in the clothing of the
northern natives. That is due o the work
of the native girls at the Moore River settle-
ment, at which place all the clothes for the
northern natives are made. In the workroom
at the Moore River settlement 15 half-caste
girls can be seem at any time working 15
large sewing machines. Their work is a
credit to the institution. Thev are the means
of effecting considerable econmomies in the
supply of clothing to a larre number of
the natives in the North. Recently at the
Moora show there was an exhibit of the
faney work and general sewing done hy the
native girls at the Moore River settlement.
That exhibit exeited the admiration of every-
one at the show. Tt was a eredit to the in-
stitution and T am in hopes that at the next
Royal Show there will be an exhibit there
from that institution. Many more people
will thns be able to see what the native
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mendiers ol thie sedtlement are eapable ol
doing.  Great eredit is due (o the supes-
intendent of the iostitution and tu the
wmatron and staff for the interest they Lnke
in the inmates. Al are contented and they
look upon the settlement as their home,
which they ure nol anxious to leave. [T
something could be done to more fully
utilize the labonr that i= available, cconomies
could he effected and it would be betier for
men of the institution to he emploved than
to waste their thme as they do now to a great
extent,  The member {or Wagin asked that
some  expenditure  should  be inéwrred in
supplying convenieners at a reserve close
to Katanning. T warn the Minister that it
is not in the besi intwrests of Hie native-
that they should be envourawed to camn
on reserves close to a fown, We had such a
reserve at Moora and we fomul the nafives
and half-castes were Leeomine such a nais-
anee that they had to  be removal
to the seftlentent at YMeore River. Ti 1s noi
in the interests of the natives. and partieu-
lavly the girls, that thev should he eneour-
aged to hang around a town where there are
hotels and where theve is a possibility of
liquor being supplied hy some mengrel
white man. Thus i i not in the bhest in-
terests of the natives and hali-castes at
Katanning that expenditure should he in-

curred in the direction sugoested by the
member for Wagin.
[Mr. Lambert took the Chair]
MR. ANGELQ (Ctascoyne} [8.34]: The

Government shonld make an effort to collect
the few natives that are to he =een at several
stations along the Transeontinentnl railwax.

Mr. Sleeman: Do von think they would
like to be shifted?

Mr. ANGELQ: For their own sakes they
should be removed. I am told that thew
are supplied with clothing, but I have known
a native {o be given a new coat and to swop
it the next day for half a stick of tobacco.
They are mostly poor-locking specimens
of women and they are eertainly not a good
advertisement for Australia. T have heard
it frenquently said by visitors from other
parts of the world that these natives arc
not a good advertisement for our counfry.

Hon. G. Taylor: Owm treatment of them
i- not a good advertisement.

[ASSKEMBLY.]

Mr. ANGELO: Exactly. LI these poor
creatures were gathered together and taken
away, they could be well ted aml properly
clothed.

Mr. Stubbs: Woull they vewain where
thexy might be taken !

Mr. ANGELU: Others remain af the vari
ous seiblements. 4 any rate, it would be
desitable to collect them all and remove them
from (he railway stations along the I'rans-
vontinental line, wheve they do nothing but
beg for pennies.  Wo do not know what
they do with the money, but 1 am told that
Crequently some of themr have been found
drunk,

Vote put and passed.
Vile—LFisheries, £3,539:

BR. J. H, SMITH (Nelson) [8.38]: [
desire fo bring under the notiee of the Min-
ister contvolling this depavtment the abso-
Inte favee of permitting the Fishories De-
partment o control the opossin induastry
e the South-Wesr. [t is a well-known fact
that the close sensom 12 in existence,  The
i'renmier while in the Sowth-West i one
time had it bronght wnder his notice by a
prominent man that sking were being ex-
ported during the close season aml that the
Sinte wis deviving no reveme by oway of
rovalty. The Premier promised to seq that
an inspector was sent down Lo make an in-
vestigation. The promise was kept all right
bui these illegal net= have continued and the
Governmen! have been robbed of a great
deal of revenue. Tt has been said, and T
believe 1L to he fairly troe, that sinece the
last opossum seasen closed, no fewer than
100,000 dozen skins have lefl Western Aus-
tralin and that not one penny piece of roy-
alty has heen paid on themn.  These figures
are a conservative estimate of the number
of skins that huve heen taken out of the
bnsh in the Bouth-West. A royalty of 1s
Gd. per skin is imposed by the State and =0
it ean be imagined the amount of revenue
that has been lost, T am going to make the
suggestion, that instead of the control of
the apossums being permitted fo remain
with the Fisheries Department, the officers
of which department are not by any wmeans
expert huslimen, the Minister should trans-
fer the eontrol fto the Police Department.
The officers of the poliee in that part of
the State know the country from A to Z,
and will eertainly be more enereotic in
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watehing the interesis ol the Governmeni
than the inspectors of the Fi-heries Nepart-
ment. I believe also that 50,000 skins were
held waiting for the last season to open. L
suggest that the season should he thrown
open immediately.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sujs-
plies: How do you know that?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: What T have velated
was brought under the notice of the I're-
nicr and he promised fo see that inspector:
were sent down immediately, 1 believe thai
when bushmen down there offered to take
the inspectors to where the eamps were, fle
inspectors would not go. Ruarely are the
individuals to whom I have referred canght
in that part of the State. It is 2 well-known
faet that buyers go round {hrough the South-
West and that the trappers have to aeceept
what they are offered beecause they kmnow
they are doing something that is illegal.
Instead of receiving £5 or £6 per dozen and
paving royalties to the State, they aceept
£2 and £2 10s. a dozen. In New South
‘Wales the skins are worth £12 a dozen.
Thus it will be seen what a wonderful bus-
iness the buyers are engaged in. All that
they have to do is to get the skins away.
There must be collusion somewhere to en-
able them to do this, and in making this
statement, T do not desirve it to be thought
that I am casting any rellcetion on the de-
pattment. The men in the bush have told
me—I could mention names, but I have no
intention of doing so—that they know when
inspectors will be on the road, and then
naturally they are away. This is a very ser-
ious matter and 1 hope some notice will he
taken of what I have said, especinlly the
suggestion that the control of opossums
should be tramsferred from the Fisheries to
the Police Department.

MR. TEESDALE (Roecbourne) [8.42]:
This is a vote in regard to which T gener-
ally inflict a few opinions on the House.
I shall continue 1o do so while I ain a mem-
ber of the House, if only to eall attention
to the scandalous waste of good fnod that
takes place on our northern coast, Several
experiments have been tried and I know the
eanse of the failure of those experiments:
it is purely inexperience, a total lack of
knowledge with regard to the fishing indus-
try. I use the word “scandalous” advisedly.
I may fell the House that last week a fish-
monger in the suburb in which I live served
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me with a elass of fresh fish—and benr in
mind I eould not recogmise it. I said 1w
him, “Where did you get this fish?’ and to
my surprise he replied that it came from
South Afriea.

My, Sleeman: Iresh fish, did yoo say!

Mr. TEESDALE: Yes, fresh ling fi~h
from South Africa, fresh fish that had heen
in a chilling chamber here in Western Ans-
tralia and sold to me for 1s. 4d. a Ih.! If
there is anything more disgracefol than that
[ would like to hear of i, To Lhink that
with all the wealth we possess on onr coast
we are foreed to pay 1s, b a 1h for fish
that comes from Souih Afvien! There is
no excuse in the world for that. Moreover,
it is a coarse, tnsieless fish. At the same
time we have unemployed here. 1 ask, what
is wrong with the eountry?

Mr, Sleeman: We shaill have to start State
fish shops.

Mr. Brown: We want a few more Ttalians
to start fishing.

Mr. TEESDALE: That fish came from
a country that is likely to be a serious com-
petitor of ours before many years are over.
They ave already competing with us with
wool; they have the citrus business in their
hands.

My, Sleeman: They have {aken the wattle
bark industry from us.

Mr. TEESDALE: Three months ago t
had six tons of the finest schnapper and mul-
let it was possible to see in cold storage at
Fremantle, eating its head off at the rafe
of £3 10s. a week for the rent of the eool
chamber. e could not sell that fish for
6d. a lb.—prime chilled schnapper from
Shark Bay! Yet last week I paid 1s. 4d.
a Ih. for chilled fish from South Africa.

Ar. Sleeman: We bave to pay ls. 6d.
per 1b. for schnapper at Fremantle.

Mr. TEESDALFE: Tt is scandalons. 1
was so annoyed about it thaf, but for the
expense, I would have opened a retail shop
in Perth and members would then have seen
the memher for Roebourne retailing fish.

AMr. Sleeman: When vou start, open one
at Fremantle also.

Mr. TEESDALE: T would have opened
one at Fremantle also. 1 would have opened
a shop in order to give the workers and
their {amilies full and plenty of a food of
which they get very little when it costs 1s.
4d. and 1s. 6d. a 1b. Considering the amount
of fish we have in our waters, it is Sean-
dalous that people of the middle class and
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the workers who have to toil hard cannot
get a Little fish now and then without having
to pay ls. 4d. or 1s. 6d. a lb. for it.

Mr. Brown:
fish?

Mr. THESDALE: By putting salt on
their fails, We know that the fish market iz
positively monopolised by a horde of aliens
whe jnst work it as they like. TIf thex
think there is likely to be a glut of fish, they
send out word to the boats to dump their
eatch overboard. Thus good fish is dumped
that those men, if thev were in their own
coantry, would he glad to get to provide
themn with a feed. They dumyp tons of
fish outside rpther than flood the marke:
and eause the price to enme down, Whal
sorl of people ave we to allow those aliens
to eume here and rob us at-their own sweet
will of one of the finest industries we have?
1t is uscless for white people to tackle them.
We went to two or three shops in Barrack-
strect at that time and were told there was
not a pound of schnapper on the market an:
that none was to be had. Yet there was
plenty of it in eool store at Fremantle avail-
able at 6d. per 1b for anybody wheo cared to
take a quantity. The aliens knew that that
fish was owned by white men at Shark Bay.
Sometimes, through the vieiszitudes of the
weather, we are unable to get the fish down
to Perth, and at other times when it does
come there is a glut of fish from other parts.
Unless support is given to these fishermen by
Government instiiutions that at present are
patronising coloured men, it will not be long
before the only little industry we have and
the only attempt made in a businesslike way
to compete with the antocratic fish ring will
go by the board.

Mr. Sleeman:
at 6d. per 1h.¥

Mr. TEESDALE: T have already said it
was in the chilling room, and we were un-
able to sel]l it beeanse those people would
not buy it. There was no other means of
selling it exeept through that chanmel, 1
would have opened a retail shop, but what
conld one do when it costs £300 to fit up a
shop to satisfy the requirements pf the
Health Act. That would have meant half
a year's screw gone for a week’s fishing.
T made inquiries about the expense of fitting
up a shop. I would have advertised it and
given the public a splendid illustration of
the produce of ihe North-West coast thai

How would you cateh the

Is that fish still available

[ASSEMBLY.]

heeciotore has been wasted, by selling
seliapper at Gd. per 1. T want the public
10 retlize that thiz malter is no joke and
that there are people who take it seriously,
We do not want to pass this vote year after
vears as if the fish to be taken in our waters
was not fit to eal. 1t is very good to eal,
and wy only regret is that we have not more
of it to eat. It represents wonderful wealth,
[ am not blawing the department beeause,
with the money at its disposal, it is doing all
that is possible, but I want the people to
reulise that a tremendous wenlth of fish is
available week in and week out. I have
scen eight tons of fish driver ashore in a 120-
yard seine net, and the man operating the
net had afterwards to pay £1 a load to eart
the surplus fish inland to he buried. He
was mnch upset about it, tov. He was sum-
moned for ercaling a nuisazee to the town
atd was ordeved to eart away sll the fish that
remained after the steamers had filled up
iheir chilling ehambers and even their coal
baskets for the trip to Singapore. Such a
quantity of fish wasg left on the heach that it
heeome a nuisance and had to be earted
inland and haried.  That will give mem-

hers some idea of the jmmense quanti-
tirs of fish to he taken in those
waters.

I recognise that Ausiralians do not
eare abount the water —unless there is a drop
af something else in it. They do not care
to tackle the fishing industey and, if we have
tn depend upon Australians, it will be a long
time before there is any amelioration of the
present dearth® of fish. T wish the Govern-
ment would go to the shire from which I
hail and bring out 12 of those huge strap-
ping Norvth Sea fishermen who, month after
monith during the war, were trawling for
the deadly mines sown in the Nerth Sea.
Those men were put in charge of little bits
of steamers that half the time were sub-
merged by the huge northern seas. They
would think it heaven o come to our North-
West const and be able to cateh fish as they
ean be caught there. They would bring oué
their families—I hope the Premiexr is listen-
ing tn this—and ectablish a fish settlemen’
on the coast, provided the Governmenl
supplied them with reasonably comfortabic
shacks. There is a school for the kiddies
and hefore long there would be a splendic
supplv of fish not only for the metropolis
bt for the inland towns. There wonld W
no dearth of fish if we had establizshed or
our North-West coast a dozen of those mer
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who in home waters are accustomed to fish
night after night and cateh very little. With
the tremendous fish wealth off our eoast, fish
could be sold much cheaper than meat. Tn
the shire 1 come from every boy goes to sea,
1t is natural for him to do so. Consequently
those fishermen have very little fear and
they are very fine men at their work, They
would langh at our coast, as far as willy-
willies were concerned. We have water
s1100ih as a lake for nine-tenths of the year,
und even the remaining three months would
be unlike the conditions on the Dogger Bank
aud in the Baltic where at present they eam
& precarious livelihood. To give an idea of
the money in the fishing industry, every year
about- 4,000 Scottish lassies go down to my
shire to prepare and pack the herring—just
one fish. Four thousand of them remain
there from four to six weeks, make a good
living and some of them take back a nice
cheque. That will give an idea of the im-
portance of the industry if only it is pro-
perly organised. I would commend to the
considerafion of the Government the sug-
gestion that they make a point of seeing
that the charitable institutions, which are
good customers, purchase their supply of
fish from white people. That is not much
to ask. It would be a splendid aecount for
one chilling plant to have. If I conld gnar-
antee that the Govermmnent would take all
the fish required by their various charitable
departments, it would enable us te put on
a conple more men and get the fish down
regularly by every steamer, instead of our
having to advise the North time after time
that there is a glut in Perth and it wonld be
inadvisable to send down any fish. We
could put the fish on the boat at a cost as
low as 2d. per 1b.

The Premier: For what could you sell it
in Perth?

Mr. TEESDALE: I am directing atten-
tion to the splendid aceount that the Govern-
ment institutions wounld afford, Tt would be
a fine thing if the Government arranged to
take the fish supply from white people in-
stead of from coloured people, as is being
done now. I do not think therz would be
the slightest difficnlty in supplying Govern-
ment institntions with fsh at 6% to 7d. per
lb.,, whereas al present they are paying
1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. per Ib. It is a scandalon-~
shame that we are not availing ourselves of
this wonderfnl food that God has sent us.
Apparently we are totally indifferent to it.

(57]
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I do not know that T cau enthuse any more
about the fishing industry. I have done thi-
now for about 11 consecutive years, and one
gets rather stale on the subject, [ am afraid
my remarks make little impression wupon
members, except for the time being.

Mr. Sleeman: If at first you don’t sue-
eeed, ete.

Mr. TEESDALE: Every year it is usual
for members to listen to remarks about that
cxiraordinary terrifory of ours, the North-
West, of which so little is known by them,
I wish some members, instead of going to the
Eastern States for their holidays, would take
a trip to the North and see that part of the
country.

Mr. Brown: Why not organise a tour?

Me. TEESDALE: Tt would be an eve-
opener to theny, if only to see the buge dis-
tances, and we might be able to give them a
week on some of the beaches, If we did
that and they failed to return as enthusiastic
as I am, they would be very poor judges of
what constitutes a very important industry.
I do not know whether we shall ever get out
of the hands of the coloured men who have
the fish market completely nobbled. 1t seems
to me they have too strong a hold on it, and
it discourages one almost from saying any-
thing about it. 1f T had my way, 1 could
offer a very easy solution. I should like
to be let loose in the Fisheries Department
for about a month, and I would straighten
some of them up when they dumped outside
fich that should be available for the workers.
If I caught them dumping good food over-
hoard, T would put them inside for such a
stretch that fishing would not trouble them
for a while. Of eourse I eannot expect the
department to do that, but it is more than a
shame—it is a crime and a tragedy—to see
the way ie which fish is wasted in Western
Australia.

MER. STUBBS (Wagin} [8.57]: I wish to
gny a few words on the important vote now
before the Committee. Thirty years ago it
was quite easy for any person to take a
rod and line, go to any part of the Swan
River and, in an hour or two, cateh 20 fo
30 1ba. of one of the most heautiful fish to
be had anywhere, namely, flounder. To-day,
if & man sat waiting for a bite, he would
be a fit subject for a lunatic asylum. Dur-
ing the last year or two I have fried scores
of times without getting a nibble.
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Hon. G. Taylor: What did you say should
be the fate of such a man?

Mr, STUBBS: I should like to know the
reasson why the Swan River and all the
rivers round the coast to Albany are de-
pleted of fish. I think that illegal netting
is one reason, and that the emormous num-
ber of birds—cormorants—that congregate
along the banks of the rivers are also partly
responsible. Those bhirds destroy thousands
of fish every day. I ask the Minister con-
trolling the departmeni why he does not
take steps to destroy cormorants, which eat
from one to two pounds of fish per head per
day. If the Minister, aided by the Treas-
urer, conld see his way to provide a littie
more than £5,839 on ihe Estimates for this
department, he would be rendering a service
to our people who are on the bagic wage.

Mr, Marshall: Is it not a fact that an-
other Government department protects these
birds?

Mr. STUBBS: I am not sure.
few months ago, when in company with a
friend on the Murray River, I saw fwo or
three thousand cormorants cireling overhead,
and they made the noise of a huge aeroplane.
The scriousness of the position warrants
the putting of a little pressure on the Gov-
ernment, especially in view of the import-
ance of fish as an item in a healthy diet.
1 agree that the fish trade of Perth is en-
tirely in the hands of foreigners. In Bar-
rack.street one sees skate and stingaree
priced at 1s. 3d. per 1b.

Mr. Teesdale: Likewise young s_hark.

My, STUBBS: Schnapper costs up fo
1s, 6d. per Ib. Fish can he put on hoard
ship in the North-West at about 3d. per 1b.
How is it that the industry has fallen into
the hands of foreigners? A stop should
be put to illegal netting in the rivers. The
ingpectors do all in their power, hut they
are not in a position to poliee all the waters
adjacent to the coast. Every family should
eat fish two or three times a week, but pre-
sent prices are prohibitive, The Government
might secure a trawler, or else assist a com-
pany to secure one; ihe advance would be
returned in two or three years. Moreover,
the people would be behind the Government
in an endeavour to seeure a cheaper supply
of fish. To children especially fish is an
essential,

Only a '
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MR. ANGELO {Gascoyne) {25]: I en-
dorse all the member for Roebourue has
suid abent the huge quantity of fish going
to waste along the northern coast of this
State. I also agree that in the metropol-
itan area fish should not be a luxury, but a
regular article of diet. What is preventing
us from obtaining fish at & reasonable eost?
The member for Roebourne blames the for-
cigners, who he says have secured a mon-
opoly; but surely if the fish were available
our own people could go in for retailing
them. It is not a trade that can be monop-
olised by any particular nationality. The
trouble lies in not having proper means of
transport for Dbringing fish to market. 1
do not suggest that another State trading
woncern in the shape of fish shops should he
established : but somebody, and failing any-
one else the Government, should arrange the
necessary transport, The member for Roe-
hourne mentioned fish freezing works at
Shark Bay. 1 saw the works established, and
know of every shipment made by them
Ninety per cent. of their troubles were due
to inahility to get fish to the markets. After
one or two consignments by the “Koolinda”
there was an accident to the steamer, and
sgven or eight tons of fish were hung up
The condemning of the channel prevented
the “Koolinda” from going into Denham
Anchorage for several months, and the posi-
tion was the same in regard to the Singapore
ienis.  The steamers pulled up instead at
Brown’s Landing, which means a voyage of
21 wiles by sailing boat. The eondition of
the fish after sueh a boat voyage can be
imagined.  Nearly all the schnapper and
‘awr fish sold in the metropolitan area is
trought down from Shark Bay., The Ger-
#ldton fishing boats run up to Shark Bay,
a diriance of 280 or 290 miles, carrying ice
and after spending a few days on the fishing
grounds to fill up with fish, they beat down,
Trequently against a southerly buster, to get
their fish to Geraldton. Jf a small steamer
were put on hetween Fremantle and Shark
Bay to pick up fhe fish, these men would
cateh three times the number of fish caught
at present; and T guarantee that some of
the pearlers at Shark Bay, who just now are
toing anything but well at their own indus-
try, would go in for the fish-entehing indus-
try, provided they knew that a steamer
would call on a certain date to relieve them
of their eatches. The main requisite is ade-
nuate transport hetween the fishing grounds
and the market. Tish should he a staple
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dish in the zawe way as beef and mutton.
Realising the immense quantity of fish avail-
able and how little reaches here, I consider
that the Government would be well adviszxd
to appoint a small committee to inquire into
the ramifications of the industry.

The Premier: We had one a few years
ago.

Mr. ANGELU: What was their report?
Have vou acted on it?

The Premier: It is there,

The Minister for Railways: It was a com-
mittee of the Legislative Council.

Mr. ANGELQ: Let us have one from
this House, or rather let ws have an inguiry
by business men, who would find out what is
the trouble. 1 make that recommendation in
all seriousness. Perhaps the inquiry eould
be made by one man. Then there would be
n chance for the commissioner nunder the
I’revention of Profiteering Bill.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) {9.12]:
The shortage of fish and the unsatisfactory
positien of the fishing industry are certainly
not due to any lack of aetivity or enthusi-
asm on the part of the Chief Inspector of
Fisheries, Mr. Aldrich. That oificer has
done his utmost to popularise, if I may use
that term, the fishing industry. From the
anvual report it seems that the Fisheries De-
partment hardly reccives suflicient encour-
agement. Tt is a pity the Government did
not permit the Chief Inspector to attend the
conference of Ministers and heads of de-
partments controlling fisheries which was
held in Melhourne during the vear. Western
Australia, wunnfortunately, was not repra-
sented at that conference. However, when
the inquiries set on foot by the Federal Gov-
etmment have heen coropleted and the re-
ports are available, this State should derive
some benefit from the deliberations on trans
port and distribution. I have much sym
pathy with the member for Roebourne’s ad.
vocaey of the introduetion from the Home.
tand of men who are hred to the sea and to
fichine. When the Empire Parliamentasy
Association delerates sat in this Chambec
1 eomiended to their earnest consideration
a scheme for the migration of fisher folk
from the Old Country. Like the member for
Reebourne, T come from England, and know
that at Home there are families who for
cenerations have followed the fishing indus.
try. They know, and will follow, no other
calling, During the war the fishermen of
Great Britain played an important part in

"soon be operated by a company.
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preserving the freedow of the Ewpire, not
only in mine sweeping, but in bhelping to
stotch the submarine mensce.  Australia
would gain a valuable asset if a number
of British fishermen could be induced to
establish themselves in the industry along
our coust. I do not think Australians will
ever take kindly to maritime industries.

Mr. Teesdale: Only to fishing from a
Jetty.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 commend to the Gov.
ernment the idea of encouraging the migra-
tion to these shores of English fishermen,
whe know their job so well, and could so
readily instruct Australians how to fish,
how to cure the fish, and how to inarket it
in the best possible way. Tn South Afriea
we have a keen competitor in the fishing
industry.

Mr. Teesdale: We will know it yet.

Mr. THOMSON: We shall miss a golden
opportunity afforded by the migration
scheme if we do not seize the opportunily
ta prepare a suitable plan for the settle-
ment of fisherfolk along our shores. If we
could do this we should soon be in a posi-
tion to supply the people of the State with
cheap fish. T would remind members that
in 1922 T urged upon the Government to
coustder this very question, but nothing
was done. T understand that a trawler will
Tt must
be horne in mind, however, that there is
not only the question of eatehing the fish,
hut the equally important question of dis-
tributing and marketing it.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: Do vou suggest that the Govern-
ment shounld take some action in thig matter?

Mr. THOMSON: I suggest they should
bring fishermen out from the 0ld Country
te educate Australians along the proper
lines. In the Old Country the harvest from
the sea is a valuable one, but here we arc
allowing a valaable harvest to be wasted.
Tt should be possible to supply all the re-
quirements of Australia in dried and
smoked fish. We are now importing smoked
fish, not only from England, but from Soutk
Afriea and New Zealand.

Mr. Teesdale: South Africa is competing
with Scotland now,

Mr. THOMSON: TIn that counfry the
fish is ecaught by cheap native labour, with
which we cannot well compete. On the 18th
QOctober, 1926, T placed before memnbers and
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the Governntent, as well as the Empire Par-
liamentary Delegation, a very protifable
method of exploiting the markets of Aus-
tralia, and showed how they could assist
in increasing the population of the State
and of the Commonwealth, not only to the
advantage of the State, but of the Home-
land.

Hon. G. Taylor: You could not move the
Government.

Mr. THOMSON: We may move themn
some day. I endorse the remarks of the
member for Wagin with respect to the net-
ting in estuaries. Last Christmas 1 went to
Albany and proceeded to the Nannernp In-
let. A resident there had been to a large
extent dependent for his food upon the fish
he caught in the esivary. Some two or
three weeks before my arrival, some peo-
ple went there with a boat and nets and
practically fished out the estuary. The
man in question was endeavouring to build
up a seaside resort to whieh people would
go for the fishing, but in view of what had
happened, the estnary was practically fished
out.

The Minister for Agrieuliural Water
Supplies: The Nannerup Inlet is now
closed against netting.

Mr. THOMSON: Because of the repre-
sentations that were made to the depart-
ment.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: By the member for the distriet.

Mr. THOMSON: Other inlets along the
coast should also be closed against netting,
as well as certain harbours and rivers. I
commend the Chief Inspector for the ex-
cellent work he has done. He has been
most diligent in extending the revenue ac-
tivities of his depariment. He should be
given more woney with which to increase
his staff, and thereby cnable the depart-
ment to cover a wider field. It has been
said that the State bas been losing royalty
on opossuny skins. If the statements of the
member for Nelson can be accepted, it im-
plies that the Treasury bhas lost about
£90,000. 1 think ihere must be some mis-
caleulation in the figures. If it be so, more
inspeetors should certainly he appointed.

[Mr, :Ingelo took the Chair.]
MR, WITHERS (Bunbury) [2.25]: Many

people around Bunbury are making a
meagre livelihood out of fishing in the
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estuary that extends for 13 miles from
that port. Representations have heen made
to me to have this estnary closed. It is
impossible for the inspector in fhe district
effectively to control the estuary with the
means of transport at his disposal, He has
been given a rowing boat and an area 10
miles wide to superintend. If he covers
the ares properly, it means a row of -10
miles each day.

Mr. Thomson : He should be given a molor
{aunch.

My, WITHERS: Yes. He should also
be given better means of travelling along
the road than a push bike. People who
fish in the estuary are sallowed to do so
from noon on Monday to noon on Tuesday,
and from noon on Thursday to noon on Fri-
day. If they are restrieted to those hours,
they cannot make a living. Thus a fair
amount of peaching is going on. Whilst the
inspector is going up the river, these fisher-
men move in the opposite direction, and by
the time the inspector has returned they
have seecured a fair amount of fish. The
Collie, Preston and Brunswick Rivers run
into the estuary at different points, and thus
it is & mos{ difficult task for the inspector
to earry out his job. If be goes to the Pres.
ton River, the men can slip aeross to the
Brunswick River and go ahead with their
fishing while the inspector is away. Ac-
cording to the Bstimates, the revenne for
1927-28 was £15,038, and the estimated ex-
penditure for the current year is £5,839. If
the Fisheries Department represents suech
a good paying proposition, T do mot think
the position will be improved from the
standpoint of supervision if we stint the
assistance given fo inspectors. The work of
patrolling the estuary in order to carry out
the game and fisheries laws is altogether
too much for one inspector, particularly
when he has to do his work under the eon-
ditions T have outlined. I hope the Govern-
ment will extend a little more sympathetic
consideration fo the department by improv-
ing the conditions under which the work is
done at Bunbury.

MR. FERGUSON (Moore} [9.32]: 1
wonld draw the attention of the Minister in
charge of the Fisheries Department to the
enormous waste that occurs through the de-
predations of kangaroes and emus. Those
members who had the privilege of partiei-
pating in the recent tour of the Midland
district had the question of the enormous
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damage done by these pests brought forei-
bly under their notice. While at Northamp-
ton we had an opportunity of meeting the
farmer who is farming farthest nerth in
this State. He has a large area under crop
on the banks of the Murchison River. He
pointed oat to us that the kangaroos and
the emus were his greatest encinies, and com-
pared with them the rabbits were as noth-
ing. I would point out to the Minister that
if the Government could see their way clear
te do away with the royally imposed on
kangarco skins, it would have a marked
effect upon the number of kangarcos that
would be destroyed.

The Minister for Apricultural Water Sup-
plies: Buot it would decrease the revenue
of the State.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes, but the small
amount of revenue that would be lost would
be more than balanced by the additional
wealth created in the State. Enormous guan-
tities of wheat and grass are consnmed by
kangaroos and emus every year. A practical
man told me that a kangaroo would eat as
much pgreen feed as two sheep and knock
down a9 much wheat as four sheep, while an
emu would eat as much wheat as three sheep
aud knock down as much as six sheep. If
thonsands of emus and kangaroos were des-
troyed, it would mean that a great many
more bags of wheat would be produced, and
a great many more sheep could be depas-
tured. 1 have been informed that beyond
the Murchison River there are more kan-
garoos than sheep. It is impossible for pas-
toralists {o cope with the pests, and the
only way they ean deal with them is to get
hunters fo go out on shooting expeditions.
The only bar to that is the royalty that they
have to pay on kangaroo skins. I recenily
suggested to the Minister in charge of the
Labour Bureaun that something might be done
hy sending some of the unemployed into
the outer ecountry districts where they counld
make from £5 to £10 a week at kangaroo
shooting. All that would be neccessary
would be to provide a man with a camp,
a rtifle and sufficient tucker for a week.
Such a man would be set up for many
months. I am sorry to say that nothing
came of my snggestion. Much good would
have been done in the interests of the farm-
ers in the districts I have in mind had it
been adopted, and some of the unemployed
would have been provided with remunerative
jobs. T suggest to the Minister that serious
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consideration be given to the requests for-
warded by farmers and pastoralists in the
Midland and northern districts, as well as by
many vermin boards, that the royvalty on
kangaroo skins should he abolished.

Ltem—Chief Inspector, £600:

Mr. SAMPSON: Can the Minister give
the Committee any information regarding
opossum farm licenses? A few years ago

there were a number of opossum farms in
the South-West,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: So far as I know,
there are no licenses for opossum farms at
present. The member for Swan is already
acquainted with the fact that there was an
opossum farm established on Molloy Island
on the Blackwood River. Rather than re-
main on the island, the opossums developed
web feet and swam to the mainland, thuos
closing an interesting episode in the annals
of opossum farming in this State! In faet,
I am given to understand that the gentleman
in eharge of the farm saw fit to invest his

uoney in a more profitable form of oceupa-
tion!

Vote put and passed.

' Vote—Registry and Friendly Socielies,
£11,319:

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.37]: The
Vote covers the activities of the Government
Statistician, and that officer is rendering
excellent serviee and provides through his
department information that is most valu-
able. He supplies us with information te-
garding the number of stock in the State,
the area under crop, the average returns per
acre of various cereals, the value of wool and
of other commodities produced, and so on.
To my mind that is all very valuable in-
formation. During the Address-in-reply de-
bate T dealt with the position of our boys
after they leave school. I was anxious to
ascertain 1f it was possible to find out the
number of boys who entered the various
callings and of those who were driven into
dead-end occupations. When there is an un-
employiuent trouble, the great majority of
the men affected are unskilled labourers. I
would like the Minister in charge of the de-
partment to confer with the Government
Statistician with a view to ascertaining
whether it is possible to institute some
scheme of determining what becomes of our
boys. Such information would be quite as
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important as some of the valuable data that
is supplied by the Statistical Department.
1 commend that suggestion to the serions
consideration of the Government, It is
desirable that we shall be in a position to
know what trades our boys follow after
leaving sehool, and how many are driven
into dead-end oeccupations. If we counld get
that information we could take steps to
remedy the deplorable conditions that ob-
tain. Our boys, in my opinion, are more
valuable to us than cattle and sheep. The
Statistical Department furnishes us with in-
formation regarding cattle, and I would be
pleased if the same information were avail-
able regarding the youths of Western Aus-
tralia.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Gaols, £28,491:

Item—=Superintendent Fremantle Prison,
£552:

Mr, LATHAM: I am delighted that the
Government have established a prison farm,
but I think they could go a bit further, 1
suggest that the Government might consider
the question of establishing farms in the
agrienltural areas. In other parts of the
State prisoners could go in for pig-raising
and poultry farming. It would be profitable
from the standpoint of the men and would
not tend to lower their dignity, seeing that
they would be able to provide for their fami-
lies. I was struck with what was being done
in this direction in Canada, There is also
the system of releasing prisoners on parole.

The Premier: While you were away a man
who had been released on parole murdered
a constable!

Mr, LATHAM: I would not suggest pick-
ing out that type of individual to be placed
on parole.

The Premier: But he was on parole.

Mr, LATHAM : T do not suggest that
every prisoner should be released on parole.
I believe there are plenty of men in the Fre-
mantle Gaol who are repentant following
nupon their econviction. If such men were re-
leased on parcle, as in Canada, they ecould
re-cstablish themselves in life and once more
become breadwinuers for their wives and
families. To-day the Charities Department
has to provide for the sustenance of their de-
pendants. Great work has been done by a
doctor in charge of the Dominions Office in
Canada, and I am sure that if the authorities
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here were to get in touch with him they
would be able to seeure valuable informa-
tion. If the system I suggest were adopted,
the gaols, as in Canada, would become self-
supporting instead of being a charge upon
the State. I eommend the suggestion I have
made to the officials of the Gaols Depart-
ment, especially the work that is being done

_in Canada.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Is it not a fact that many of those

cople resent being placed upon parole, and
want to get back home?

Mr. LATHAM: If the Minister would
but investigate it, he would find that in
many cases these people are lodging at
home, living with their wives and families.
Of conrse I am nof referring to men who
may be mentally deficient. Those whom [
have in mind are men whoe would make good
useful citizens. They are not hardened
eriminals, but men who have made a lapse,
and who will regret it to the end of their
lives. I do not desire that everybody shounld
be released, but I say that with care many
of those men would become useful citizens.

Item—Medical officer, £250:
Mr. SAMPSON: Is this officer a fuli-

time medieal officer or does he work in con-
nection with other departments?

The Premier: The conditions are the
same as before.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: This position was
not a full-time one during the year 1927-28,
buf it is intended to provide for making it
a full-time one during the present year.

Ttem-—Chaplains, £200:

Mr. SAMPSON: There is herc a redue-
tion of £168. Will the Minister explain
that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The amount has

been reduced to the sum of £100 each. We
still have the same number of chaplains.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-—Harbour and Light and Jettics,
£23,194—agreed to.

Vote—Tunacy and Inebriates, £106,605:

Mr. SAMPSON: Has the employment of
female attendants been as thoroughly satis-
factory as was expected?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: We have Lad ne
viomp'rin's The position is quite satisfac-

tory.
Vote pui and passed.

I'ote—Observatory, £455:

Hon. . TAYLOR: There is here a re-
duction of £1,300.  Will the Minister tell
the Committee the reazon for that redue-
tion?

The PREMIER: When the Estimates
were prepared it was thought the Obscrva-
tory would be transferred to the Common-
wealth, and o the amount sct down here is
for only a portion of the year. This Vote
will be excessed and the full amount will be
expended, for it has now been decided that
the State shall retain the Observatory. The
negotiafions for ilie transfer of the Obser
vatory from the State to the Commonwealth
have fallen throneh, and we are continuing
to maintain the institution.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am surprised at the
Government’s decision to confinue this in-
stitution, I thought the Government would
have heen more mindful of their duty to the
State and would have had a better apprecia-
tion of what they could expect from fhe
Federal Government than to counfenance the
continuance of expenditure on the Observa.
tory. T have never taken exception to the
Observaiory as an observatory, but I do take
exception to the faet that year in and year
out, ever since the inception of Federation,
we have heen saddled with the cost of this
purely Federal institution.

Mr. Latham: A national work.

Mr. LAMBERT: When I noticed an
amount on the Estimates to carry on this
institution for another three months, T
thought it was merely due to the fact that
temporary negotiations were going on, and
that they would he clinched within three
months. Tt is most sarprising to Lear that
we are to carryv on the institution. after the
oneompromisinz  atfitnde of the Premier
whoen he declared he was going to close this
institution definitelv and irrevocably. Now
we get the admission that we are to carry it
on as a State institution.

The Tremier: Tt is the first time in my
life that T have backed down.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is an abzolute hack
down.
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The I'remier: OFf the two evils, I prefer
the lesser to having Federal control, and
having Federal men on State property,

Mr, LAMBERT: 1t is not a matter of
lavitty  Federal men on  State property.
That propertsy should never be alienated
from the State. T had intended to ask
earlier in the session whether the Govern-
ment considered we should hand over this
valuable site to the Federal Government,
even if they were prepared to take from us
this incubus. In a voung State where there
is so much useful work vet to he done, it is
not right that we should he paying for an
abstraet matter like astronomy.

The Premier: Tt is one of the exact
seiences.

Mr. LAMBERT : T wish the Premier had
been az exact when he deelared his intention
irvetrievably to foish with the Observatory
in a few weeks. Now we find that he has
backed down and that this institution will
continne and the expendifure upon it will
stifl go on.

Mr. Marshall: What iz the funetion of
lhe Government Astronomer?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know the ae-
tual function of the Astronomer, but I know
the funetions of some astronemers. This is
an institution we could well do without.
Long before I eame here Parliament regis-
tered disapproval of the expenditure of
monev in the maintenance of an observa-
tory, an establishment of praetically no use
whatever to the State.

Mr. Brown: Without it, how should we
know when it was going to rain?

Mr. LAMBERT: The supplving of that
information is a Commonwealth funetion
und has nothing to do with the State Obser-
vatory. Years ago at a conference of world
astronomers it was decided to catalogue the
stars. The task was distributed over the
various observatories, and T understand that
when the work had continued for five or six
vears, it was discovered thal our astrnnomer
had been pointing his telesecope in the wrong
direetion and eataloguing the otuer fellow's
stars, However {rue that may be, it was
miven to me by the present President of the
Legislative Council.

The Premier: Youn must remember that it
was in Western Australia that the Einstein
theory was verified.

Mr. LAMBERT: Not hy the Government
Astronomer.
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The Premier: But it was largely due to
him.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, The Government
Astronomer did not go to Wallal to verify
the Einstein theory or any other theory,
His assistant went. Although we had some
af the world’s astronomers here at that tine,
1 do not know that the knowledge the Gov-

ernment Astronomer conveyed to them in- °

fluenced them very much. However, the
less said about what the Government As-
tronomer did for the Wallal expedition the
better.

Mr. Thomson: Whyt

My, LAMBERT : T might as well content
myself with that signifieant remark and let
it go at thaf.

The Minister for Agricnltural Water Sup-
plies: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAMBERT: 1If the Government
should come to any iron-clad deeision to
close down irretrievably, io stop this endless
expenditure, to do away with a useless in-
stitution, 1 hope it will be put into eifect.

The Premier: T was atraid that you would
be my only supporter and that the rest of
the House wonld be against me.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not think so. 1
see no differcnee between carrying on this
institution and the Premier’s providing a
sum of money for a few letter earriers, or
relieving the Federal Government of the ex-
pense of colleeting some of their heavy
direet taxation. The Government might even
undertake some of the other little Federal
funetions from which there is no return.
We do not mind carrying on the Observa-
tory, but I have not heard of the Federal
Governiment’s suggesting that they will con-
tinue to ineur expenditnre year after year
for the henefit of the State without getting
any return for . What a fine thing it
would be if, instead of spending £3,000 a
year on the Observatory, we catered for the
farmers who are crving out for scientifie
goidanee! TInstead of cataloguing the stars
we could have a scientific chemist catalogu-
ing the needs of thousands of acres of
land

Mr. Tatham: Hear, hear!

Ay, LAMBERT :—and telling the farmers
what their land required in the way of fer-
tilisers.

The Premier: That iz a very eute bid for
support.
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My, LAMBERT: I am not putting it for-
ward as a cute bid for cupport; T am merely
drawing o comparison.

Mr. Latham: You will get support on
those remarks.

The Minister for Works: Move a motion!

My, LAMBERY: That is a matter for me
to deeide; it is not for the Minister for
Works io direct me,

The Minister for Works: You are com-
plaining of other people not coming to a
decizion and yon yourself cannot come to
one.

Alr, LAMBERT: I do not know that much
more need be said, apart from again express-
ing my sirobg disapproval of the Observa-
tory. I hope other members will do like-
wise,

Hon. G. Taylor:
draw us.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is to hoped the Gov-
ernment will feel that they have, if not a
direction, an expression of opinion from this
Committee that at any time they hand over
the Ohservatory to the Federal Government,
they shounld not part with the Observatory
site, which is State property. I was some-
what afraid that the State Government, in
sceking to make the Commonwealth realize
its obligation to carry on the Observatory, if
stich an institution is neeessary, would not
have shown a proper appreciation of what
was right to the people of the State hy
handing over that beautiful piece of land
overiooking the capital city. The site should
he preserved for a park that will be an as-
set to the State,

Hon. G. Taylor:
site for n State hotel.

AMr. LAMBERT: T know of other pur-
poses for which it would be more suitable.
Apparvently, for some reason, perhaps partly
due to a bit of bluff on the part of the
Federal Governminent, the State decided to
carry on the institution. If the Government
had decided to close it down, it would hava
been forgotten in 24 hours. Had they elosad
it down, a sum of £2,000 or £3,000 wmight
have been made availuble for a very fine in-
stitntion such as an agricultural laboratory,
which would have been of material benefit
to the State and wonld have assisted to re-
duee taxation, instead of piling it wp with
Government frills of this description, Had
that conrse heen adopted, the action of the

No fear! You cannot

It would make a gooi
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Government would bave redounded much

more to their eredit.

Vote put and passed.

Iote—-Ntate Lubowr Bureau, £2,846:

ltein—Secretary, £384: ‘

Hon. G, TAYLOK : This is rather a small
salary for a man bolding a position that
appears to me to be an important one. Can
the Minister inideate whether it is ax impor-
tant as I comsider it is.

The Premier: 1t is a classified salary over
which we have no control,

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Mstimates of the Chiel
Secrvetary's Department.

Department of Education (Hon. J. M.
Drew, Minister; Hon. H. Millinglon in
charge of the vote).

Vote—Education, £673,694;

Hon. . TAYLOR: Is the Minister in
charge going to make any remarks?

The Premier: What can he say¥ It is the
usual thing,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There is an Educa-
tion Bill before ithe House, too.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.7]:
T wish to appeal to the Minister to give
as favourable consideration as possible to
our small conntry schools. I know the re-
gulations stipulate that there shall be a cer-
tain number of children and a certain aver-
age attendance, The Minister is endeavour-
ing as far as possible to stretch the re-
gulations to their ntinost. I want to urge
the continuation of that policy. The chil
dren in the country distriets are suffering a
very great disability as compared with ihe
ghildven living in the towns, The town
children generallv live within easy walking
distance of a school, and one of the greatest
problems eonfronting parents in the country
distriets is that of the edueation of their
children.

My, Panton: If there are eight children
the department does not close a school. Yon
eannof have much fewer than eight.

AMr. THOMSON: T am appealing for the
parents who are in the unfortunate position
of heing able just to maintain that namber.
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My. Panton: Then there are the eorru:
pondence classes.

Myr. THOMSON: VYes, but it is diffienit
for mothers on Farms who have to take ad-
vantage of the correspondence classes for
their children. YWe appreciate the excellen:
work being done by the correspondencs
elasses, but if any womnn in the State is
over-worked, it is the woman on a farm,
who, with a young family to rear, has more
than her fair issue of work.

Mr. Panton: If eight children cannot he
obtained for a school, not too many women
in the district have large families.

Mr, THOMSON: The trouble is that th:
settlers are so fav apart. It is on behalf of
sealtered settlevs that T appeal for elasticity
in administration. 1 know of schools in con-
nection with which desperate efforts are
being made to maintain the minimum attend-
ante of eight. Unfortunately, children soine-
times fall sick. Then the parents are noti-
fied that the artendance must be maintained,
I admit that if there is any Government
department that is sympathetically adminis-
tered, it is the Fducation Department. Ily
appeal is on hehalf of people who are bias-
ing the track. In various parts of my dis-
trict I encounter the school diffienlty, and I
have no doubt other members are in the
same position. If there is to be curtailment
let it not be in connection with primary
sehools onthack. T raise the point beeanse
in varvious districts attention has been ofii-
etally drawn te schools which are not quite
in accordance with the regulations. Schools
in seattered distriets should not be close:d

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margarct)
[10.14] : This vote has required close sern-
tiny for the past 10 or 12 years. No other
depariment has increased its expenditure at
the same rate. That is necessarily so, he-
eause our population has been inereasing.
A teacher is sent into the country where the
school has an average daly attendance ot
eight children. This year's vote is £678,504,
an incresze of some £10,000 over last year =
vote. Tt is very hard on people in a dis-
trict where there are only six or seven child-
ren not to have a school, but I feel hound
to remind the Committee of the emormon-
expense to which we are going in the edu-
cation of our children.

Mr. Thomson: Is it not essenctial {hat
country children should receive edueation?
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: No district sufiers However, after the arrival of another
more than mine does because of want of settler the inspeetor recommended tihe
schools. Mining has gone down, and the  building of a school. Then one farmer

people with larger families have left the
d rtriet.  The families that remain have
emly one or two children,

The Premier: There must be some limit.

Hon. G TAYLOR: Yes. In the early
days it was 18 or 20,

Mr, Withers: Will the department build
a school if there are eight children?

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Yes,

Mr. Lindsay: No. The average attend-
anee must be 10.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It a couniry sehool
has a daily aftendance of eight children,
the department will not elose it. No one ean
find fault with the vote on the score of illib-
erality.

The Premicr: The vote has doubled in the
Jast 13 vears.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes.
when it was £200,000,

The Premier: £678,000 is an enormous
sum of money for the population to find.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, for a population
of 400,000. It is almost appalling. Arg we
getting real value for the expendifure?

Mr, Latham: 1t is part of the price we
bave to pay for developing the country.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: How much of this
money is spent in developing districts?

My, Latham: Much of it, in the establish-
ment of small schools.

Hon, G, TAYLOR : The member for Ka:-
anning thought the number of children re-
quired was too high,

Mr, Thomson: T said I hoped the greatest
elasticity would be shown in administering
the regulations.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In mv distriet ther:
are places where there are four or five child-
ren and no sechool within miles of them.
Still, one must be reasonable. Western Aus-
tralia is doing wonders in the matter of edu
cation.

T remember

MR. BROWN (Pingelly} {1019]: Tike
other agricultural members, T am much con-
cerned as to this Vote. There 1s not an
agrienliural member who has not received
many applications for the erection of school
buildings. T have several at the present
time. Tn one instance, some years hack,
a school was applied for. Tnguiries were
made as to the number of children in
the distriet, and it was not nquite enourh.

who had children sold out, and fhe position
once more was that there were nol enough
children to meet the minimum reguire-
ment for the ecstablishment of a school.
That was two years ago. With the azid of
another family, these people are now in a
position to agitate for another school.
Meanwhile some of the children bhave
reached the age of 14 without having had
any education. Their parents are the pion-
cers of the district, and have battled to
make prosperity for the State. If we do
expend n little more money on education
and give these people better facilities, the
money will be well spent. Even if the vote
has gone up to nearly £700,000, the ex-
penditure is well justified. T know of a man
who was living five miles from a school. He
canvassed the distriet with the object of
engaging a motor bus. He failed in his
objeet, and has now sent his two children
away to board. That is very unsatisfae-
tory. People like to have their young child-
ren about them. He was informed by the
department that if the people put up their
own school they would be allowed £12 2
year for every scholar they could get. There
was something like eight children invelved,
and this would have given them £06 a year.
That sum was not sulficient for a qualified
teacher, who must have £50 a year oulside
the board and lodging. These small dis-
tricts are not given a gnalified or ecertified
teacher.

Aly. Marshall: You could not get one for
that.

Mr. BROWN: A subsidised school does
not get the same kind of teacher that other
schools get, with the result that the child-
ren will not get the same kind of elemen-
tary education that others receive.

The Premier: They are gettine a belfer
elementary education than vou or I gat.

Mr. BROWN: In my day most scholars
learnt their three R’s better than children
do to-day. We teach our children a lot of
frills, but they are not good writers or zond
mathematicians.

Thn Premier: The writing has improved
out of all knowledge. Never in the history
nf the State has the writing of children
heen as gond as it is to-dav.

Mr, BROWN: Take the handwritine of
a girl of 14 or 15 and compare it with a
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lady’s of 30 or 40 years ago. One can easily
recognise the difference.

The Premier: Because of the great im-
provement shown.

Mr. BROWN: Forty years ago a lady’s
handwriting was something to be admired.
1 defy anyone to-day to tell the handwrit-
ing of a girl of 15 from that of a boy of
15,

The Premier: That is quite right.

Mr. BROWN: The beautiful flowing
hand of 40 years ago has gone. I have child-
ren going to a bigh sehool, and I am
ashumed of their haodwriting.

Mr. Ferguson: The schools do not teach
them, writing.

Mr. BROWN: The children know a lot
about aneient history, but not about hand-
writing sueh as I like to see. The corres-
pondence classes are doing good work. I
come into contact with parents who have
no time to condnet these classes; neither
has the mother the ability te teach the
children. There is no discipline amongst
the young folk, who are allowed to run
wild. They will grow up with a very low
standard of edumeation.

Hon, G. Taylor: It does not say much
for our system if the mothers we have heen
teaching cannot educate their children.

Mr. BROWN: One of the first things
that the State Government did was to
hring in compulsory eduecation. We must
not relax that. We should do whatever we
can to improve the system, and insist upon
every child receiving a decent edueation.

The Premier: There is nothing to com-
plain of now.

Mr. BROWN: The Government should
not question too much the distanee that
children have to drive to a school. or the
financial position of their parents. Before
a driving allowance is given the parents
have to put in their taxation returns to
show what their farms are producing.

Hon. (. Taylor: The reason for that is
that the department has heen imposed upon
in the past.

Mr. BROWN: [ do not think so. I know
of children who are driving six or seven
miles to sehool, but noi a penny is allowed
to them for travelling.

The Premier: I had to walk five miles
to school and milk eows before I left home.

Mr. BROWN: I know of a school that
was closed. T believe it could be re-opened,
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but the parents have decided to send their
children seven or eight miles away to a better
gchool. They are not allowed any driving
aliowance. The department couid ecasily pay
6d. a day. If the schoool were kept open it
would cost the departraent £15 or £20 a head,
whereas it is now costing nothing. The
parents are sending the children to another
sechool at their own expense. Some boys
ride to school five miles on a bicyele, but
they are not allowed a penny for that.

The Premier: Did you ever hear anything
like that?

Mr. BROWN: If a boy rides a horse to
school he is allowed Gd. a day.

My. Latham: That is for the feed of the
hOl‘Se. - - .. P -

Mr. BROWN: A bieyele will wear out
tyres, and lnbricating oil is required for it.
The {reatment of these boys is unjust. The
department could easily pay them 6d. a day.

The Premier: That amounts to coddling
the race.

Mr. BROWN: They are the right sort of
people to coddle.

The Premier : The foundations of the
country were not laid by coddled people.
Wrap them in eotton wool,

Mr. BROWN: We do not want to see any
deterioration in onr educational system.

Hon. G. Taylor: The vote does not indi-
eate that,

Mr. BROWNXN: It would pay the depart-
ment to erect a hostel in some central town
sn that parents eould send their children
there to live during the week. They counld
mo home again during the week-end. The
department would he in pocket if they did
that. Such a system would also be satis-
factory to the parents. T hope no member
will quibble at this vote. We should de our
utmost to see that children who are living in
the hackblocks are given a deceni education.

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.30]: While
there is mueh truth in the reference to the
rapid growth of the Edueation Vote, we will
probably have to agree to larger voles in
future. In the departmental repert for
1927, the Director of Education poinis out
that the expenditure on seheols amounted to
£51,853, bui the total amount available for
increased salaries amounted to £52,000. The
point that has fo be considered by hon.
metnbers is as to whether we are getting a
hetter class of teacher for the schools than
in the past, The cost of maintaining schools
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is less than it was 12 months ago, but addi-
tienal money is being paid away in salaries.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course every-
one else is getting more.

Mr. LATHAM : But the member for Mt.
Margaret was complaining about the ex-
penditure! 1 am aware that many diffienl-
ties confront the department, but if we do
not follow up land settlement with the pro-
vision of schools, we will not get the most
desirable type of people on the land. I re-
fer to settlers who have their wives and
families with them. I suggest to the Min-
ister for Lands that the best anchors the
gettlers can have are their wives and fami-
lies.

The Premier: But the State is providing
the schools.

Mr. LATHAM : Bui we ought not to
worry about the increased expenditure,

The Premier: We are not worrying.

Mr, LATHAM: There have been adverse
coinments to-nigh.

The Premier: Not on that phase, but as to
whether we were getting the best results for
the money expended. A mere inerease in the
vote itself does not mean that everything is
well and that the mcney is being wisely ex-
pended.

Mr. LATHAM: The point I am making is
that the increased expenditure is in salaries,
and not in providing additional education
for the children in the country areas. If
there has been any increased expenditure on
aceount nf eountry schools, I can assure the
Committee that in the course of the next
two or threce years we shall have to voie
money in excess of the present total. T
hope the 3,000 farms scheme will go ahead,
and that will mean the provision of more
money.

Hon. G. Taylor: And no one will com-

plain.

Mr. LATHAM : But apparently fewer
school buildings are being ereeted than
formerly. Thsti is, or the assumption that

equal value is being obtained for the money
expended. For insiauce, in 1922-23 schools
were erected at a cost of £56,000 and in
suceeeding years the money spent in that
direction was as follows:—in 1923-24,
£72,000; in 1924-25, £63,000; in 1925-26,
£59,000 and in 1926-27, £54,000.

The Premier: The fact is that in the years
when the expenditure was higher, we were
erecting schools in the group areas, but that
expenditare will not be a reeurring one.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: But it will recur as new
agricultural aveas are opened up.

The Premier: Yes, but the expenditure
you refer to is explained by the fact that we
were crecting schools in the groups.

- Mr. LATHAM: I was going to compli.
ment the Government on getting a cheaper
line of schools, but apparently T am wrong.

Hon. Sir James Miteuell: It was in 192
that we instituted the systdm of hall schools.

Mr. LATHAM: I am as anxious as any
other member of the Commitiee to see that
we get the best value for the money ex-
pended, but at the same time I know that
if there is to be any curtailment of that ex-
penditore, it will be at the expense of the
eountry distriets.

The Premier: If the hon. member knew
the facts, he would not say that. Nearly all
the schools in the larger centres are deplor-
ably overcrowded and elasses are larger than
the regulations stipulate. Classes are being
taught under verandahs and in sheds.

ir. LATHAM: Probably that is so. In
our city schools we take children over five
years of age and up to 16 and 17 years of
age. We should limit the ages at which
children should be allowed to remain at
sechool without payment. Then again, if
some parents wish to make nurseries out of
the schools, they should pay for the privi-
lege.

The Premier: I would not allow a child
to go to school under seven years of age.
It is merely taking them from the cradle
and putting them to the seripus part of life.

Mr. LATHAM: The staple industry of
the State is agriculture, and therefore as
mueh education along those lines as possible
should be provided in the country schools.
Good work is being done by some teachers
in interesting their childeen in the seientifie
side of agriculture, but there are only a
few who intersst themselves in thai
direction. I hope that the young
teachers being irained at the Clare-
mont Training College will be encour-
aged to interest in scientific agriculture the
ehildren they will have under their control
in the eountry distriets.

The Premier: One of the greatest prob-
lems conironting the Kduecation Departmeni
is to secure male feachers. The great bulk
of those who are being ftrained are girls,
and they remain as teachers for a few years
and then get married.
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Mr. LATHAM:
teachers themselves.

The Premier: If we train a man as a
tezcher, he makes teaching his life’y work,
On the other hand, a girl goes out and after
a while gets married.

Mr. LATHAM: And I uwnderstand that
the State pays for the training of those girls
for two years!

The Premier: It is a serious problem.

Mr, LATHAM: T know that tbe Director
of Educalion and his officers are doing their
very best.

The Premier: At any rate, we are pro-
viding a very fine class of wife for the
young country farmers.

Mr. LATHAM: But T do not know that
those girls know much ahout household
economy.

The Premier: Thev get that on the farms.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not want the officials
of the Edueation Department to think that
we are niggardly regarding the Estimates,
hecause we realise that they are doing their
best.

The Premier: It is a good thing for the
officials to know that the Committee keep
their eyes on the expenditure. A large sum
can be provided for in the Estimates but
there can be exfravaganece in this depart-
ment just es well as in any other depart-
ment. There should be no idea of hands off
this expenditure.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, if there is
to be any curtailment of the expendifure on
education, I hope it will not be at the ex-
pense of the children in the country dis-
triets.

Hon. G. Taylor:

[ am not blaming the

We shall buy hieveles

for them.
Mr. LATHAM: That is a most stupid
interjection. It makes me annoyed. I do

not wish to see the people in the country
areas pampered, and if children have to
walk two or three miles to schnel it will
probably bhe all the hetter for them. All
T am advoeating is that those children shall
have the opportunity to secure & good edu-
cation and if that is done I am convinced
that the parents will solve the problem of
how to get their children to school.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Aven) [1040]: T
have not been present during the whole
course of the dehate, hut I gather some re-
ferences have been made to the expenditure.
Tn the country districts to-day we are get-
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ting a far better iype of teacher than was
customary when I firsi entered Parliament
in 1914, There are members of this House
who can poini to schools where scientific
agtricultural education, to which the member
for York referred, is being taught on up-
to-date lines, At Boyanup, Kojonup and
other centres there are sehools where teachers
from the Perth Boys’ School, men who
possess their Al certifieates, are in charge,
and are interesting the children in scientifie
agrienliure. They are a credit to the de-
partment and are keenly interested in -that
phase of their work; that is to say, experi-
mental plots and the imbuing of the young-
sters with a love of ¢ountry life and follow-
ing up Targely the ideas in that estimsble
little hook in ouwr library, the “Brown
Mouse”

Hon. G. Taylor: \What relation is that
to the white mouse?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The brown mouse was
a very particular kind of mouse who worked
on unorthodox methods and set ont to teach
the children on practical lines. The Edu-
cation Departnient arve to be eommended on
the efforts they ave making to improve the
type of teacher bheing sent out to the coun-
frv distriets. It i1s due to them that an
expression of opinion shonld be given in
this House by those whoe know what is being
done in the country schools. In my elec-
{orate the heads of the department have
been mast sympathetic and wherever it has
been possible to grant schools they have
been granted. A movement is on foot to
ent out a good deal of the examinations and
the home work. Aliogether too much home
work is put on the children.

The TPremier: T do not think there should
he any home work,

Alr. GRIFFITHS: T am with the Premier
in that. Again, the children are sent too
early to school. It is only making a nursery
of a s¢hool. T have no more to say at this
stage.

MR. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany)
[1043]: I congratulate the Eduncation
Department on the way they have been
providing schools in country distriets. Bat
I am not sure that it wounld not be of advan-
tage to amalgamate some of those scliools.
Too many small schools are being opened
elose together. Where we have two or more
small schools in very eclose preximity, T
think the children would benefit by the amal-
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gamation of those schools. I wish to con-
gratulate the Minister on his cfforts in pro-
viding two assisted schools in my district.
I would remind members that they ean get
assisted sehools by the provision of £10 or
£12 per annum per child, The Eduveation
Department provides all facilities such as
books and desks, and all the settlers have to
provide is a building for the department.
Then the department will subsidise a teacher
proportionately with the number of the
children. 1If the settlers are not prepared fo
put in a few pounds to make up the salary
to £150 per annum, they are not very much
interested in the education of their children.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [10.45]: 1
regret that the Vote is so small, for money
spent on education is money very well spent
indeed. T agree that possibly the sending
of children to school at five years of age
is making a nursery of the school. Tn my
view no c¢hild should go to school until it is
seven years of age; and I would go further
and say that, unless to go to a secondary
school, no child shonld bhe allowed to leave
school under 16 years of age. 1 suppose
the Minister in charge is aware of the fact
that we have parents and ¢itizens’ assoeia-
tions doing a great deal to assist the de-
partment in the way of providing play-
grounds, tennis courts, ericket pitches and
that sort of thing. I must sav the Minister
and his officials are very considerate and
do the best they ean with the miserly vote
allowed by the Treasurer. I believe the
Treasurer would meet the wishes of the comn-
munity of Western Australia if he saw his
way elear to double the Vote.

"Hon, G. Taylor: (Good gracious!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I believe that cduea-
tion is one of our greatest assets. In the
group settlement areas the preceding Gov-
ernment. made available for the people, not
only schools, but halls where they could hold
Saturday night entertainments. That con-
cession to couniry distriets was followed up
by the present Minister, who is very sym-
pathetic towards education. Of eourse we
have our little grumbles on many oecasions,
more especially in the wet districts of the
South-West, Every little connlry place
has its parents and citizens’ association to
raise a considerable amount of money from
year to year. Buf{ I think the Minister,
knowing that, should go further and snpply
shelter sheds for the children so that when
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it is raining they conld ecat their lunches
in the sheds,

The Premier: The sehool T went to had no
roof on it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Many of us suffered
under the same disability. Had we not done
80, possibly we should not have been here
to-day.

'The Premier: There is nothing wrong with
ns.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I hope the Minister
will not be niggardly with this Vote, and that
he will impress on the Treasurer the abso-
lute necessity for increasing it. We have
great diffienlty in maintaining our quotas in
eountry schools and many children have to
come out of their three-mile limit o keep
the school going. Another difficuily is in
regard to our lady teachers. I do mot mind
what salary is paid to the teacher, becanse
he or she cannot be puid too much to edu-
cate the young mind. I am pleased to know
that the teachers are receiving increased sal-
aries. One of our difficulties is for parents
in outback districts to board the temcher.
Many of the parents do not want o be both-
ered looking after the teachers in their
homes, How are we to get over that diffi-
culty? Tf we could build quarters in every
little place and have a male teacher, it would
be all right. But we cannot get the male
teachers. Survely we could offer sufficient
inducement to yonung men to talke up this
avocation and go out into the country dis-
tricts,. I desire, if it iIs possible at all, that
the Treasurer shall make a greater allow-
ance for the education of the people.

The Premier: Yes, anything they want.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know that
you will, You have not done so in the past.
The Minister for Edncation tells me he ean-
not receive any further increases.

The Premier: All the Ministers have thai
explanation.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I think the Premier
must say to his Ministers., “When these mem-
bers of Parliament eome along with re-
quests——" -

The Premier: Do not allow Ministers to
put that forward. 1t is ove of their excuses.

Mr. Ferguson: Is it not true?

The Premier: No, it is only a fale.

"Mr. J. H. SMITH: The department
does the best it ean and I think we shall lay
the full blame on the shounlders of the Pre-
mier. : :
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MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [10.50] Weare
all proud of the Edueation Department. I
wish to express the hope that the custom
in vogue a while ago will be continved. To
my district the department sent a young
lady teacher—just the sort we wanted, She
had been there only a few months when she
was married. The depariment sent another
lady teacher and she suffered a similar fate.
Within 12 months a third lady teacher was
sent and she also was married. I wish to
see the department continue that praectice.
There is a shortage of young ladies in the
country and the Education Department has
been doing a very fine work in that way.
Those ladies make splendid wives.

Hon. &. Taylor: How do you know?

Mr. SAMPSON: We have had experi-
ence of several in my distriet, I congratu-
late the Minister on the work of his de-
partment.

MR, WITHERS (Bunbury) [1032]: [
should like to know whether the amount
of £5,200 shown for school fees is collected
from students who sit for examinations.

The Premier: Technical schools, mostly.

Mr. WITHERS: We hoast of our free
education system and say that all children
should receive equal opportunities. Nowa-
days a boy bhas not much chance of getting
a position in an office unless he holds the
junior certificate. If his parents are poor.
I do not see how he can get the certificate
when he has to pay £1 12s. Gd. before he
can sit for the junior examination. I do
not mind if the Government get the fees
as some return for tke large amount of
money they are providing for education
each year, but I was wondering whether
the fees are applied to the payment of
those people who conduet the examinations.
When I went to school my parents paid 3d.
or 6d. a week for my edncation and books
were found. I de not think my parents
had to pay as much for education as par-
ents have to pay nowadays, although it is
now supposed to be free. Doubtless the
staff is costing a good deal of money and
the children are better housed, but when it
comes to a question of free education, I am
of opinion that a child eannot be educated
as cheaply to-day as it conld in days gone
by. :

Mr. Lindsay:
uvrach cheaper.

If it is free, it cannot be
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Mr. WITHERS: We use the term “free,”
but when parenis have a number of child-
ren who have to be educated to the High
Sehool standard before they can get a start
in life, their education is an expensive item,
Por a child to enter for the junior examina-
tion costs £1 12s. 6d., as I know from recent
experience, and there are plenty of par-
ents who eannot allow their children to sit
for the examination because they cannot
pay the fee. Yet such children may possess
more ability than those of parents who can
afford to pay. The question of school books
should also receive consideration. This
mutter has been diseussed in other places,
but we have not been able to asecertain who
is responsible for the frequent changes of
school books. T have u tin trunk at home
hall full of books which my elder children
used, but which are useless to-day because
books of different kind are vequired. Many
of them are good books that cost up to 7s.
6d. each. I have g child who passed out of
one standard and was followed by another
child in the same stundard in the next year,
but the second c¢hild had to have an entirely
new set of books. [ do not know whether
the department or the head master is re-
sponsible for deeiding the books to be used,
but a fresh set of bouks has to be provided
alinost every year,

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 think we had better
buy the hooks for the children.

Mr. WITHERS: I wonrld not mind buy-
ing the books if they could be wsed by
other children later on, but when you huy
hooks for Jack and Joe follows in the same
standard in the next year, the books are
declared to be useless, because the teacher
says he ig teaching from sowe other books.
It is time that sort of thing was stopped,
because it means that parents have to pay
pretty dearly for this so-ealled free edu-
cation. I hope the department will take
up this matter as the high cost of school
boaks is a serious matter for many parents.

“Vote put and passed.

This eoncluded the Estimates of the De-
partmeni of Education.

Progress reported.

Tfouse adjourned ot 10.58 p.m,



